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EE enſuing Vindication was 
f drawn up about nine months 
fince. But it was done for my 
own ſatisfaction, without any 
view to 2 publication at that 
— time. And when the Reverend 
Dr. Harris's Remarks on the caſe of Lazarus 
came out, I thought, the Public and Mr. W. 
had received in a ſhort compaſs a full anſwer to 
all the material objections of the Diſcourſe, with 
_ which theſe papers are concerned, 
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Nor did I determine to ſend them to the 
Preſs, till after J had ſeen a paſſage in Mr. 
W's Defence of bis Diſcourſes, P. 61, where 
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he ſays: © Whoever was the author of the 
“ foreſaid treatiſe, che trial of the Witneſſes 
* of the Reſurrettion of Jeſus] he humbly and 
* heartily begs of him to publiſh, what in 
** the concluſion of it, he has given us ſome 
hopes of, The Trial of the witneſſes of the 
* Reſurreetion of Lazarus, becauſe his Rabbi's | 
** objections to it are a novelty and curioſity, | 


** which, by way of ſuch a reply to them, 
* he ſhould be glad to ſee handled.” J al- 


Lal 


** 


A 


Jo wiſh, the ingemous author of that perfor- 


mance may be at leiſure to grant Mr, W's re- 
queſt. In the mean time, Mr. W. till expreſſing 
a particular regard for his Rabbi's objections, I 
thought it not amiſs to ſend abroad this Vindi- 
cation, which I had by me. 


Tf Mr. W. by way of ſuch a reply means 
a reply drawn up with the wit and ſpirit of 
that Author; T freely own it much above my 
capacity, aud am not fo vain as to attempt it. 
Tf by way of ſuch a reply he means à reply 
without abuj,ve railing terms, or mvoking the 
aids of the civil magiſtrate, I have done it in 
that way. I wiſh Mr. Woolſton no harm; 1 
only wiſh him a ſincere conviction and profeſ- 


"fron of the truth Hected and brought about by 
folid reaſons and arguments without pains or 
penalties. And in this point I agree exattly 


with the learned Dominican, De Mauſſac, who 
* . "0 * *$S 
iz his Prolegomena 7 Raymond Martini“ 


Pugio 
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Pugio Fidei, writ againſt Moors and Jews, 
ſays : * © We muſt with Tertullian openly 
« profeſs, that the new Law does not defend 
© jtſelf by the ſword of the magiſtrate: for- 
tt aſmuch as it has pleaſed Chriſt the author 
« of it, that no man ſhould be forced to the 
ce embracing of his Law by the puniſhments 
« of this life, or the fear of them, as appears 
« from many places of the New Teſtament, 
ce not only of Paul, but alſo of John, and 
« Lie, and Matthew. Nor is it, as the 
« ſame Father ſays at the end of his book to 
e Scapula, a part of Religion to force Reli- 
« gion, which muſt be taken up freely, not 
wy upon compulſion. Who ſhall lay upon me 
ce the neceſſity of believing what I will nor, 
t or of not believing what I will (as La&an- 
* fius ſays)? Nothing is ſo voluntary as Re- 
* ligion. In which, if the mind be averſe, 
* Religion is quite deſtroyed. Faith is to be 


* wrought 


K 


Nam cum Tertulliano palam eſt profitendum, Legem novam 
non ſe vindicare ultore gladio: quod Chriſto ejus autori placu- 
erit neminem ad receptionem ſuae Legis cogi hujus vitae poenis, 
vel earum metu, ut patet ex variis Novi Teſtamenti locis, tum 
Pauli, tum Joannis, tum Lucae, tum Matthaei : quod non fit 
Religionis, eodem teſte ad Scapulam in fine, cogere Religionem, 
quae ſponte ſuſcipi debet, non vi. Quis mihi imponat neceſſita- 
tem vel credendi quod nolim, vel quod velim non credendi (ait 
Lactantius)? Nihi tam voluntarium quam Religio. In qua fi 
animus averſus eſt, jam ſublata, jam nulla eſt. Fides autem ſua- 
denda eſt, non imperanda; nocuit enim, & nocebit ſemper ri- 

or: & ingenia noſtra, ut nobiles & generoſi equi melius facili ll 
reno reguntur, docendo magis quam jubendo, moncudo quam 
minando. 
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© wrought by perſwaſion, not by compuls 
« ſion. Severity has always done harm, and 
*« always will do harm: And our minds, like 
* noble and generous ſteeds, are beſt ma- 
* naged with an eaſy rein; rather by reaſon 
* than by authority, rather by good words 
* than by threats.” 


When, at the erecting the Royal Society, in- 
to which were freely admitted men of different 
religions and countries, ſome, it is likely, were 
apprehenſive of this free converſe of various 
judgments, Dr. Sprat * frankly aſſerts, That 
* our doctrine and diſcipline [thoſe of the 
* Church of England] will be ſo far from re- 
te ceiving damage by it, that it were the beſt 
« way to make them univerſally embraced, if 
te they were oftner brought to be canvaſſed 
te amidſt all forts of diſſenters: That there 
© is no 8 profeſſion amidſt the ſeveral de- 0 
* nominations of Chriſtians, that can be ex 
<« poſed to the ſearch and ſcrutiny of its ad- 0 
« yerſaries, with ſo much ſafety as ours.“ 


Dr. Bentley in @ Sermon at a public Com- 
mencement at Cambridge /ays :' + © Ir has 
e pleaſed the Divine Wiſdom, never yet to 4 
c leave Chriſtianity wholly at leiſure from F 
* oppoſers; but to give its profeſſors that 
« perpetual 


* Hiſtory ef the Royal Society, p. 63. 2d. Edits 
+ Page 3. Quirio Edit. 1696. 
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perpetual exerciſe of their induſtry and 
ml And who can tell, if without ſuch 
« adverſaries to rouſe and quicken them, they 
« might not in long tract of time have grown 
« remiſs in the duties, and ignorant in the 
« doctrines of Religion? “. 


46 
cc 


* 


Theſe learned men have aſſured us upon the 
foundation of the ſeriptures, of the fathers, and 
reaſon, that all force on the minds of men in 
the matters of belief is contrary to religion in 
general, and to the Chriſtian religion in parti- 
cular ; and that ſeverity inſtead of doing good 
has always done harm. . 


Theſe points might be enlarged upon, but no- 
thing new can be offered. Poſſibly ſome good. 
men may ſtill be in ſome doubt concerning the 
i ue of admitting the principles of religion to be 

reely and openly canvaſſed. But I think, that 
ſuch may find ſatisfattion even upon this head in 
the r 4 I have quoted, provided they will be 
pleaſed to confider them. However I will add 


a feu obſervations briefly upon this matter. 


It is an old ſaying, which has been much ad- 
mired and applauded for its wiſdom, that Truth 
is great, and ſtrong above all things. There is 
certainly ſome real excellence in truth above er- 
rour. Great and important truths are clearer 


| than others, and not likely to be miſtaken, but ta 


Shine the more for exammation, The Chriſtian 
7 | | religion 
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religion in particular, as contained in the New 
Teſtament, abounds with evidence. | 


Theſe are confiderations taken from the na- 
ture of things. Experience is on the ſame fide. 
The Chriſtian Religion triumphed for the firſ8 
three hundred years over errour and ſuperſtition, 
without the aids of civil authority, againſt the 
veneration of ancient cuſtom, againſt ridicule, 
ond calumny, falſe arguments, and many ſevere 
perſecutions. From ſmall beginnings by its own 
internal excellence, and the force of that evi- 
dence with which God had clothed it, and the 
induſtry and zeal of its honeſt profeſſors, it ſpread 
itſelf over the Roman Empire and the neigh- 
bouring countries. 


T be Chriſtian church had in the ſame ſpace of 


time a triumph within 1tſelf over thoſe falſe and 
abſurd opinions that ſprang up under the Chri- 
ftian name. Theſe hereſies, Euſebius * ſays, 


c ſoon diſappeared one after another, being 


* continually changing into new forms and 
* ſhapes. But the catholic and only true 
* church, always the ſame and conſtant to 
« itſelf, ſpread and encreaſed continually ; 
* ſhining. out among Greeks and PR 

5 | cc y 
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by the gravity, ſimplicity, freedom, mode- 
« ſty and purity of its manners and princi- 
« ples.” This joint victory over Gentiliſm, 
and over herefies, was * obtained, as he int1- 
mates, by the writings and diſcourſes of the Pa- 
trons of truth at that time. And indeed it could 
be owing to nothing elſe, but to thoſe methods, 
ſupported by holy lives and patient ſufferings. 


Our own time alſo affords a convincing in- 
ſtance to all that will open their eyes to obſerve. 
The Proteſtant fates and kingdoms of Europe, 
as they enjoy greater liberty than others, propor- 
tionably exceed their neighbours in the juſtneſs 
75 their ſentiments, and the goodneſs of their 

zves. Indeed there is among us Proteſtants a 
great deal of vice and 9 which all 
good men obſerve with grief and concern, and 


ſome very bad and ſelfiſh men delight to aggra- 


vate and magnify with a view to their own 


evil deſigns; but ſtill without vanity, i we are 
barely juſt to our circumſtances, ſure we have 
fome reaſon to glory over ſome of our neighbours 
in this reſpect. Which advantage can be aſcri- 
bed to no other cauſe ſo much as to the liberty 
we enjoy. For introduce among us the tyranny 
they are under; and we ſhall be as ignorant, as 
ſuperſtitious, and corrupt, as they. 
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religion in particular, as contained in the New 
Teſtament, abounds with evidence. | 


Theſe are confiderations taken from the na- 
ture of things. Experience is on the ſame fide. 
The Chriſtian Religion triumphed for the firf8 
three hundred years over errour and ſuperſtition, 
without the aids of civil authority, againſt the 
veneration of ancient cuſtom, againſt ridicule, 
ond calumny, falſe arguments, and many ſevere 
perſecutions. From ſmall beginnings by its own 
internal excellence, and the force of that evi- 
. dence with which God had clothed it, and the 
induſtry and zeal of its honeſt profeſſors, it ſpread 
| itſelf over the Roman Empire and the neigh- 
g bouring countries. | 


, The Chriſtian church had in the ſame ſpace of ; 

[ time à triumph within itſelf over thoſe falſe and 

1 abſurd opinions that ſprang up under the Chri- : 

h ſtian name. Theſe hereſies, Euſebius “ fays, * 
all * ſoon diſappeared one after another, being 

* continually changing into new forms and 

4 % ſhapes But the catholic and only true 

* church, always the ſame and conſtant to 

f « itſelf, ſpread and encreaſed continually; _ 
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<« by the gravity, ſimplicity, freedom, mode- 
« ſty and purity of its manners and princi- 
« ples.” This joint victory over Gentiliſm, 
and over herefies, was * obtained, as he inti- 
mates, by the writings and diſcourſes of the Pa- 
trons of truth at that time. And indeed it could 
be owing to nothing elſe, but to thoſe methods, 
ſupported by holy lives and patient ſufferings. 


Our own time alſo affords a convincing in- 
#8. Pance to all that will open their eyes to obſerve, 
#3 The Proteſtant flates and kingdoms of Europe, 
, 3 as they enjoy greater liberty than others, propor- 
7 3 tHtonably exceed their neighbours in the juſineſs 

75 their ſentiments, and the goodneſs of their 
zves. Indeed there is among us Proteſtants a 
great deal of vice and irreligion, which all 
3 good men obſerve with grief and concern, and 
* ſome very bad and ſelfiſh men delight to aggra- 
vate and magnify with a view to their own 
evil deſigns; but ſtill without vanity, i we are 
barely juſt to our circumſtances, ſure we have 
* fome reaſon to glory over ſome of our neighbours 
in this reſpect. Which advantage can be aſcri- 
bed to no other cauſe ſo much as to the liberty 
we enjoy. For introduce among us the tyranny 
they are under; and we ſhall be as ignorant, as 


y Þ ſuperſtitious, and corrupt, as they. 
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If then men ſhould be permitted among us, to 


matters of Religion, and n prepoſe their objec- 
tions againſt Chriſtianity itſelf ; I apprehend, 
we have no reaſon 10 be in pain for the event. 
On the fide of Chriſtianity J expect to ſee, as 
hitherto, the greateſt ſhare of learning, good 


fenſe, true wit, and fairneſs of diſputation : 


which things, 1 hope, will be ſuperior to low ri- 
dicule, falſe argument, and mi ſrepreſentation. 


For ought I can ſee, in an age ſo rational as 
this wwe live in, the victory over our enemies may 


be ſpeedily obtained. T hey will be driven to thoſe 


manifeſt abſurdities, which they mult be aſham- 


ed to own; and be filent in dread of univerſal 


cenſure. But ſuppoſe the conteſt ſhould laſt for 


fome time, we ſhall all better under}, and vur 


Bibles: we ſhall upon a freſh examination bet= 
ter underſtand the principles, and the grounds 
of our Religion. Poſſibly ſome errours may be 
mixed with our faith, which by this means may be 


ſeparated, and our faith become more pure. Be- 


ins more confirmed in the truths of our Religion, 
we ſhall be more perfect in the duties of it. In- 

bead of being unthinking and nominal, we ſhall 
become more generally ſerious and * Chri- 


ſians: each one of which advantages will be 
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This victory obtained upon the foot of argu- 
ment and per ſiva ion alone, by writing and diſ= 
courſe, will be honourable to us and our Reli- 
gion: and we ſhall be able to reflect upon it 
with pleaſure. We ſhall not only keep that good 
thing we have received, but ſhall deliver it 


down to others with advantage. But a victor 


ſecured by mere authority is no leſs to be dreaded 
than a defeat. It may appear a benefit for the 
preſent, but it really undermines the cauſe, and 
ſtrikes at the rooot of our holy profeſſion. Will 
any ſerious and ſenſible Chriſtian, in the view 
of a future judgment, undertake to anſwer for 


the damage thereby brought to the dottrine of 


his Saviour, the meek and patient Jeſus? as 
meek in his principles, as in the example he has 
bequeathed us. 


I might now addreſs myſelf to our adverſaries, 
and tell them: That it is à very defirable thing, 
that all authors ſhould write, as ſcholars and 
gentlemen, at leſt like civilized people: That it 
:s a point long fince determined, that in contro- 
ver ſial writings authors ſhould confine themſelves 
to things, that is, the merits of the cauſe, with- 
out annoying perſons: That it is grievous to all 
forts of men, to have thoſe things which they re- 
ſpect, treated with indecence. I might tell them, 
that other mens reputations are as ſacred as their 
own. T1 might remind them, that Chriſtians at 
this time, generally ſpeaking, are in as good 

B 2 temper, 
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fFemper, as they were ever known to be : That 
ſome, being of opinion that Chriſt's kingdom 
7s not of this world, and that it is his plea- 
ſure, that men ſhould not be compelled to re- 
ceive his law by the puniſhments of this life, 
or the fear of them, leave men to propoſe © 
their doubts and objettions in their own way : 
That others have ofenly declared, that they 
ought to be invited; and others, that they 
ought to be permitted to propoſe their objec- 
tions, provided it be done in a grave and ſeri- 
ous manner. Chriſtians have alſo lately ſhewn 
1 an inſtance of their moderation toward ſome 
10 books publiſhed in oppoſition to their principles. 
Theſe are things, which, one would think, ſhould 
have ſome effett on ingenuous minds; and draw 
| them off from the defign of any rudeneſs or in- 
6 decence in their attacks on the ſentiments com- 
KM monly received among Chriſtians. I might alſo 


1 remind our adverſaries of ſome examples of an 
| admirable decorum obſerved by the diſciples of © 
M$ Jeſus in their arguings with Jews and Gen- 


| tiles. But really one has little encouragement 
| from ſome late performances to enlarge upon 
theſe particulars. And perhaps it would be 
! judged ridiculous, to imagine, that any men 
b, ſhould oppoſe the goſpel with the ſame ſpirit, 
| with which it was at firſt taught and propa- 
| gated. | 


Beſides, as all men are more concerned for 


4 the good conduct of their friends, than of 
|! | ot hers x 
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others; ſo have I been chiefly ſollicitous on this 
occaſion about the conduct of thoſe who are en- 
gaged in the ſame cauſe with myſelf; that it 
may be ſuch, as is beſt ſuited to the nature 
of thoſe ſublime principles they profeſs, and 
moſt for the laſting honour and intereſt of our 
Religion. And though the things here ſaid 


may be at firſt diſagreeable to ſome, who are, 


or have been in part of a different ſentiment ; 
it is not impoſſible, but that upon calm and cool 
reflexion they may obtain their approbation. 
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A Paſſage of Origen out of his Books 
againſt Celſus, concerning theſe three 
Mi1kacCLEs. | 


HAVE in the Vindication pro- 
lixly ſhewn, that the literal hiſto- 
ries of theſe miracles 1s rational, 
Wy Td con/i/tent, and credible: ſo that we 
PR may be ſafe and eaſy in underſtand- 

ing them in their literal ſenſe, whatever any fa- 
thers or other people may ſay to the contrary. 
4# ſhall however here ſet before the reader a paſ- 
ſage of Origen writ about A. D. 245, which 
paſſage I have choſen, not only as containing a 
teſtimony to the real performance of theſe mira- 
cles in their literal ſenſe, and ſhewing, that 
Origen argued the Meſſiaſhip of Jeſus from 
miracles; but alſo as containing an excellent 
obſervation concerning the credibility of the 
Evangeliſts. The reader will likewiſe percetve, 
that in Celſus's time, who flouriſhed about the 
middle of the ſecond century, the miracles of 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus were much talked of, and well known to 
Heathens : and that the Chriſtians in the time 


'of 'Celſus, or before, believ'd the miracles of 


Jeſus, and argued his divine miſſion from them, 


« But this, /ays Origen, is no new thing 
* with Celſus, when he is not able directly 
e to oppoſe the miracles which Jeſus is re- 
© corded ta have done, to aſperſe them as 
“ jugling tricks. To which I have already 
© often replied according to my ability. And 
tc here * he makes us anſwer him; That we 


« therefore believe him to be the Son of God, 


« becauſe he healed the lame and the blind. He 
« adds; and, as you ſay, raiſed the dead. For 
cc certain, we do believe him to be the Chriſt 
© and the Son of God, becauſe he healed the 
© lame and the blind. And we are confirm- 
ed in it, becauſe that in the Prophets it is 
« written: Then ſhall the eyes of the blind be 

Ds « opened, 
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4 ee opened, and the ears of the deaf ſhall hear, 


bl « ond the lame man leap as an hart. And that 
5 « he raiſed the dead, and that this is not a 
| « fiction of thoſe that wrote the goſpels, is 
1 « evident hence; that if it had been a fiction 
« of theirs, they would have related, many 
e perſons to have been raiſed up, and thoſe 
« who had lain a long time in their graves. 
« But it not being a fiction, there are few of 
« whom this is related: for inſtance, the 
* « daughter of the ruler of the ſynagogue (of 
Wits « whom I do not * know why he ſaid, ſhe 
ws & js not dead, but ſleepeth, expreſſing ſome- 
q « what peculiar to her, not common to all 
« dead perſons) and the only ſon of a widow, 
« on whom he had compaſſion, and raiſed 
« him up, after he had bid the bearers of the 
15 « corpſe ſtop; and. the third, Lazarus, who 
Up « had been buried four days.” 
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0 * Origen, it ſeems, did not then think of the reaſon of this. 
8 I have afligned the plain reaſon of it, p. 52. See alſo, p. 105. 
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with ſaying, that he is now to take 
into examination the three miracles 0 
W & Jeſus's rarfing the dead, viz. of Jairus's 
=O daughter, Matth. ix. Mark. v. Luke 

viii. of the widow of Naim's ſon, Luke vii. and of 
Lazarus, Jobn xi: the literal ſtories of which, he 
: fays, he ſhall ſhew to conſiſt of abſurdities, impro- 
babilitzes, and incredibilities, in order to the myſti- 
cal interpretation of them. 

I have read over his examination of theſe mi- 
racles, and am ſtill of opinion, that the hiſtories 
of them are credible. Fe 


CT” h R. V begins his Geb Diſcourſe, p.1,2. 
NT 


I. I will therefore firſt conſider all his objec- 
tions againſt theſe literal ſtories. p 
IT. I will confider the Jeiſh Rabby's letter in- 


ſerted in this Dz/courfe. 

— 3 III. I will ſhew, that the hiſtories of theſe 

3 three miracles are well circumſtanced, and have 
in them the marks and tokens of credibility. 


1 CHa. 


2 A VINDICATION .of three of -— =: 
en, WAN 

& 1. Anſwer to Mr. W's firſt Objectinn. 
JWIr firſt conſider all Mr. Ves objections to 


theſe literal ſtories. 


Mr. V. ſays in his preamble, before he comes 


to propoſe his objections in form: That theſe three 
miracles are not equally great, but differ in degree, 
75 viſible enough to every one that but curſorilyreads, 
and compares their ſtories one with another. — The 
greateſt of the three, and indeed the greateſt mira- 
cle, that Jeſus is ſuppoſed to have wrought, 15. that 
of Lazarus's reſurre&ion ; which, in truth, was a 
moſt prodigioug miracle, if his corps was putrified 
and ſtanł; and if there were no juſt exceptions to 
be made to the credibility of the ſtory. Next to that, 
in magnitude, is Jeſus's rating of the widows fon 
as they.were carrying him to his burial.---The leaſt 
of the three is that of his raiſing Jairus's daughter, 

YL 
F For my own part, I will not pretend to affirm, 
that theſe three miracles are equally great, tho 
the difference is ſmall: But I ſhould think it 
highly probable, that the Being which can 
give life to a perſon really dead, tho' but for a 
quarter of an hour, or even a minute, is able alſo 
to raiſe to life another that has been dead many 
days. The length of time in which a perſon has 
lain dead from the time he expired does indeed 
ſomewhat increaſe the certainty of his death. But 
the difficulty of the. work of a reſurrection from 
real death is ſo very great, that length of time 
from the deceaſe can add but little to it. This 
alone 


B —ßjĩĩ — * 


| 
| 
| 


; 
; 
q 
a 


our Bleſſed SAv1iouk's Miracles. 3 


alone (if it be true) ruins Mr. Fs firſt obſervati- 
on, however plauſible it may have appeared to. 
ſome. And he himſelf ſays, p. 3. He believes, it 
will be granted on all hands, that the reſtoring a 


perſon, indiſputably dead, to life again, is a ſtu- 


pendous miracle. 


If then it ſhall be made appear, that the three 
perſons here mention'd were indiſputably dead, 


and raiſed to life again; or that there are no juſt 
exceptions againſt the credibility of theſe ſtor ies; 
2 we have in the goſpels, three ſtupendous mira- 
cles which were wrought by Jeſus Chriſt; and we 
have no occaſion to have recourſe to any myſtical 
interpretations. 


1. Obſerve, ſays he, p. G. that the unnatural and 


prepoſterous order of time, in which theſe miracles 
are related, juſtly brings them under ſuſpicion of fa- 
ble and forgery. The greateſt of the three is indiſ- 
pnutably that of Lazarus's reſurrection ; but ſince this 
is only mentioned by St. John, who wrote his goſpel aj- 
ter the other Evangeliſts;-- Here is too much room for 
* cavil and queſtion, whether this ſtory be not entirely 
his invention: Again: 1f Matthew, the firſt writer 
Had recorded only the ſtory of Lazarus, whoſe reſur- 


rection was the greateſt miracle, and if Luke had 


added that of the widow of Naim's ſon; and John 
: laſtly had remember'd us of Jairus's daughter. 
: then all had been well; and no objection had hence 
lain againſt the credit of any of ' theſe miracles, or 
2 againſt the authority of the evangeliſts: But this 
3 unnatural and prepoſterous order of time, in which 
* theſe miracles are. recorded (the greateſt being poſli- 
phon d to the leaſt) adminiſters juſt occaſion of ſuſpicion 
8 of the truth and credibility of all their ſtories, pig, 16. 


On 
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On the contrary I maintain, that St. John the 
laſt Evangeliſt's recording a miracle omitted by 
the former, even ſuppoſing it to be greater than 
any related by them, does not adminiſter any juſt 
occaſion of ſuſpicion of the truth and credibility 
of all their three ſtories, or of any one of them. 

If there is any foice in this argument of Mr. V. 
it muſt lie in ſome one or more of theſe follow- 
ing ſuppoſi tions: 


1. That ſome of the three former Evangeliſts 


have expreſly declared, they have related all the 
miracles, or all the greateſt miracles, which Fe- 
ſus ever wrought, or which they knew of. 

2. Or, if they have not expreſly declared this, 
that however they have in their way of writing 
ſhewn an affectation of mightily encreaſing the 
number of our Saviour's miracles, or of ſetting 


down all and eſpecially the greateſt which they 


knew of. 


3. Or elſe, that the /ater Evangeliſts have be- 
tray'd a fondneſs in their goſpels, to record more 
in number, or greater in degree, than thoſe who 
went before them; and thereby give ground for 
ſuſpicion of forgery and invention. 

Or laſtly, that the omiſſion of a miracle re- 
corded by the /af? Evangeliſt, if it had been really 
done, is abſolutely unaccountable. 


1. 7 hat ſome of the three former Evangeliſts bave 


expreſly br deere they have related all the miracles, 
or all the greateſ} miracles that Jeſus ever did, or 


that they knew of, This they have none of chem | 


ſaid. Nor is it ſo much as pretended, they have 
faid ſo. Indeed they have often declared the con- 


trary. . 
2. Or, 
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2, Or, If tbey have not expreſiy declared this; 
that pies pau Evangeliſis have however by their 
way and manner of writing ſhewn an affettation o 
mightily encreaſing the number of our Saviour's mi- 
racles, or of ſetting down all, and eſpecially the 
greateſt which they\tnew o This Mr. V. charges 
them with: To aggrandize the fame of their Ma- 
fter, as a workgr of miracles, he ſays, was the de- 
fign of all theEvangeliſts, eſpecially of the three firſt, 

. 7. This does not appear from their hiſtories, 
ut quite the contrary. Having related two of 
three miracles wrought by Jeſus in any place, 
they content themſelves therewith, though the 
knew of many other. St. Matthew in his eigh 
chapter,, having ſet down the miraculous cures. 
of a leper, of the centurion's ſervant, and of Peter's 
wife's mother, relates no more miracles particu- 
larly, but only ſays in general: When the even was 
come, they brought unto him many that were poſſeſ= 
ſed with devils : and he caſt out the ſpirits with bis 
word, and healed all that were fick, Matth. viii. 16. 
And in divers other places he affirms, many to 
have been healed, and many other mighty works 
to have been done, beſide thoſe he puts down. 
Mark has taken the ſame ſummary method upon 
many occaſions. And at even, ſays he, when the ſun 
22 they brought unto him all that were diſeaſed, 
and that were poſed with devils. And all the city 
was gather d together at the door. And he healed ma- 


ny that were fick of divers diſeaſes, and caſt out ma- 


ny devils, Mark i. 32-34. St. Luke has followed the 
ſame compendious way of writing. Having re- 
lated a cure, in a ſynagogue, of a man which had 
4 ſpirit of an unclean devil, and of Simon's _ 

mot ber 
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mother, he adds: Now when the ſun was ſetting, all 


they which had any fick with divers diſeaſes, brought 


them unto him, and he laid his hands on every one of 
them and healed them. And devils alſo came out of 


many, crying out and ſaying, Thou art Chrift the 
Son of God, Luke iv. 40, 41. 

As they do not multiply their particular relations 
of miracles, but omit great numbers which they 


knew, ſo neither do they affect always to take 


the greateſt in degree, or thoſe that ſeem ſo. I 
do not 'pretend to underſtand all the various de- 
grees of miracles. But it appears to me a more 
ſhowy and affecting work to cure a demoniac, 
than to heal a perſon with a fever. But yet Mat- 
thew in the chapter juſt quoted, at the ſame time 
that he relates the cure of Simon's wite's mother, 
omits all particular accounts of thoſe which were 


that ſame day delivered from evil ſpirits, though 


there many ſuch inſtances. There is in all the 


goſpels but one particular account of any perſon 
cured by only touching the hem of Chriſt's gar- 


ment, namely, the woman with the bloody iſſue. 


And yet there were many other ſuch gaſes. St. 


Matthew ſays, that in the land f Genneſaret, they 


beſought him, that they might only touch the HEM of” 


his garment, and as many as touched were made per- 


fectly aphole, Matth. xiv. 35, 36. St. Mark aſſures 
us of the ſame thing. For he had healed many, inſo- 
much that they preſſed upon him for to TouCH him, as 
many as had plagues, Mark iii. 10. And in another 
place he ſays: Whither ſoever he entred,---they laid 


the fick in the flreets, and beſougbi him that they 


might touch, if it were but the BORDER of his gar- 
ment: and as many as touched him were made whole, _ 


Chap. 
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Ch. vi. 56. St. Luke alſo confirms this account: 
And the whole multitude ſought to Toucn. him: for 
there went virtue out of him, and healed them all, 
Luke vi. 19. 330 oy 15 

Nay, there is a great deal of reaſon to think, 
that the Evangeliſts did know of more perſons rai- 
ſed to life by Jeſus, than thoſe they have particu- 
larly mentioned. St. Luke, having given the hi- 
ſtory of raiſing up the young man, ſays immedi- 
ately: And the diſciples of John ſbewed him of all 
theſe things. And John calling unto him two of his 
diſciples, ſent them to Jeſus, ſaying, Art thou he 
that ſhould come, or look we for another.---T hen 
Jeſus anſwering, ſaid unto them, Go your way, and 


tell John, what things ye have ſeen and heard, how 


"YE * . AMR . 


that the blind ſee, the lame walk,---the DEAD. are 
raiſed, Luke vii. 18, 19, 22. In St. Matthew our 
Lord ſays the ſame thing in his anſwer to John's 
enquiry: The blind receive their fight, and the lame 


walk, the dead are raiſed up, Mat. xi. 5. He ſays, 


The dead are raiſed, in the plural number. St. 


Matt hem therefore muſt have known of more than 


one, tho' he has given the particular hiſtory of 
the ruler of the ſynagogue's daughter only. 


_ Farther, in anſwer to this aſſertion, that the 


deſign of all the Evangeliſts was to aggrandiſe the 
; fame of their Maſter, as a worker of miracles; 


I would obſerve, that the goſpels, though but 
> ſhort hiſtories, are not filled with accounts of 
> miracles. There are whole chapters together 
containing nothing, but an account of our Savi- 
2 our's pure and heavenly doctrine. Other chap- 
ters contain nothing but parables, which are alſo 
# interſperſed here and there in other parts of the 


narration, 
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narration. Other chapters ate taken up with the 
cavils of the Phariſees and others, and our Savi- 
our's anſwers to them, with diſcourſes to the diſ- 
ciples, and divers other matters. So that the mi- 
racles alone, ſeparate from the diſcourſes and ar- 
guings which they occafion'd, make but a mode- 
rate part of the Goſpels, Many miracles undoub- 
redly the Evangeliſts have related. Nor had Fe/us 

roved himſelf to be the Meffah, if many mira- 
cles had not been perform'd by him. Such things 
were expected of the Mefjah, when he came, by 
every body. Therefore it was, that, as St. John 
obſerves, Many believed in his name, when they ſaw 
the miracles which he did, John ii. 23. And in 
another place, Many of the people believed on him, 
and ſaid, When Chriſt cometh, will he do more mi- 
racles than theſe which this man hath done? Ch. vii. 


31. Nor is there any oſtentation in the working 


of any of theſe miracles, or in the manner in 
which they are related: But they are done for the 
confirmation of that excellent doctrine, which 
Chriſt taught, and that all men might know that 
the Father had ſent him, and that the word he 
taught was not his own but the Father's. IF I do 
not the works of my Father, ſays he to the Jews, 
believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe 
not me, believe the works, that ye may know and 
believe that the Father is in me, and ] in bim, John 
x. 37, 38. And to the difciples: The words that J 


Speak unto you, 1 ſpeak not of myſelf : But the Fa- 


ther that dwells in me, he doth the works. Believe 
me, that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me : or elſe believe me for the very works ſake, Ch. 
XIV, 10, II. 

Since 
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Since then the irt three Evangeliſts appear 


not to have given an account of all the miracles 
of Jeſus which they knew, nor of all his greateſt 
3 miracles, nor of all thoſe which he had raiſed 
from the dead: ſince they have not filled up their 


goſpels with accounts of miracles or other won- 


derful appearances, and have writ all without 
any marks of affectation or oſtentation; it can be 
no prejudice to the credit of another later hiſto- 
3 rian of Jeſus, tho' he relate ſome few particular 
miracles not expreſly mentioned by the foregoing. 


3. Or elſe, that the later Evangeliſts have in 


? their goſpels betrayed a fondneſs to record more in 
number, or greater in degree, than thoſe that went 


before: and thereby give ground for ſiiſþicion of for- 


gery and invention, Here St. John, the laſt Evan- 
geliſt, in point of number, is perfectly innocent; 
he not having related half ſo many miracles, as 
any one of the former. The offence therefore, 
if there be any, muſt be this, that later Evange- 
liſts relate greater miracles than the foregoing. 
And this Mr. V. would inſinuate to have been 
the practiſe of all in general. For he ſays, p.11. 
That the firſt was ſparing and modeſt in his romance; 


and the ſecond, being ſenſible of the inſufficiency of 


4 
© 
* 
* 
N 
9 1 


the former's tale, deviſes a miracle of a bigger ſize ; 


which ſtill not proving ſufficient to the end propoſed ; 


be third writer, rather than his Prophet's honour 
3 ſhould fink for want of a reſurrection miracle, forges 


a ſtory of a monſtrouſly huge one. To this I anſwer, 
that a general conclufion ought not to be drawn 
from a particular inſtance, or two: Suppoſing, 
that the raiſing of the widow's ſon of Naim, re- 
lated by Luke, be greater than that of raiſing 

C Fairus's 
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Fairus's daughter, recorded by Matthew; and 
that the raiſing of Lazarus recorded by St. John ? 
be greater than either of the two former, a ſuſ- 
picion of forgery and invention cannot be fairly 
admitted, unleſs an affectation of enlarging mi- 
racles appear alſo upon other occaſions. For 
which reaſon we will take a view of the conduct, 
firſt of all, of the three former Evangeliſts, and 
then of St. Jahn. 

In the it place we will take a view of the 
conduct of the three former Evangeliſts. Mat- 
theo relates a ſtory of Chri/t's feeding a multitude 
in a miraculous manner. He favs, there were 
five thouſand of them fed with jive joaves, and 
that 7we/ve baſkets of fragments were taken up, 
Matth. xiv. Neither St. Mark, (Ch. vi.) or St. 
Luke (Ch. ix.) have related a greater miracle of 
this kind; but tell the ſame ſtory with the ſame 
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$64 circumſtances : whereas if they had been diſpo- 
1 * ſed to invent, the two later Evangeliſts might 
1 have eafily told a much greater miracle of this 
| 2 fort than Matthew had done. Again, St. Mat- 


zhew has given an account of raiſing Jairus's 
daughter, Ch. ix. 18. St. Mark wrote after him, 
+, and yet he has not told any greater reſurredtion 
ſtory, but only the ſame, Ch, v. 23. Nay ſome- 
R times a later Evangeliſt leſſens a miracle, that 
1% had been told by a former: ſo far are they from 
iN" * forging huge miracles, rather than their Maſter's 
BY" honour ſhould fink for want of them. Thus 
1 Matthew tells of Two poſſeſſed with devils in the 
country of the Cergeſenes healed by Jeſus, Chap. 
17 viii. 28. But Mark who wrote after him, men- 
| \ tions but one of thoſe men, Ch, v, 1, 3 
49) | all 
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alſo ſpeaks of 7wo b. ind men reſtored to ſight near 


3 Jericho, Ch. xx. 29; Mark mentions only Barti- 
3 meus, Ch. x. 46. and St. Luke ſays: There was a 
certain blind man by the way fide begging, &c. Ch. 
xvili. 35. 


There is another thing very obſervable. One 


and the ſame Evangeliſt, who has given an ac- 
count of a very great miracle of a certain kind, 
does fometimes a good while after relate another 
miracle of the ſame ſort, but a great deal leſs 
than the former. 


Thus Mattheno firſt gives a hiſtory of five thou 


1 ſand fed with five loaves and two fiſhes, and ſays 


* 


there were twelve baskets of fragments, Ch. xiv. 


* 1 
4 {er 
ay” 


2 which, if told firſt, had perhaps induc'd him to 


But when he afterwards ſpeaks of another mira- 
cle of this kind, he mentions but four thouſand fed 
with ſeven loaves and a few ſmall fiſhes, and bur ſe- 


ven baskets full of fragments, Ch. xv. Theſe miracles 


are in the like order recorded in St. Mark, Ch. vi. 
viii. Nay if the raiſing of the widow of Naim's 
1 ſon be a greater miracle than railing Fazrus's 
daughter, as Mr. W. ſuppoſes; then St. Luke has 
given an account of his reſurrection ſtories alſo in 
this method. For the former is in the ſeventh, 
and the latter in the eig chapter of his goſpel. 
It is utterly unaccountable, that a forger of mi- 
racles ſhould fall into ſuch a method. He who 
forges ſtories of miracles knows they are falſe. 
: His reader's mind muft be humoured. By a leſ- 


| 
he may be prepared to receive a greater, 


throw away the whole tale. Beſides a forger of 
: miracles certainly deſigns to entertain his reader, 
: whereas in this way inſtead of being entertain'd 
G2 he 


* 
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he muſt be diſappointed. And there can be no 
reaſon aſſign'd, why the Evangeliſts ſhould have 
taken this method, as I have ſhewn they have 
done, more than one of them, in ſeveral inſtan- 
ces, but that they had a ſtrict regard to truth, 
and chat the chings they relate had been indeed 
ſo done. It ſerves to convince us alſo, that they 
had no undue deſire to aggrandiſe their Maſter 
that they have not uſed art in their compoſitions, 
or indulg'd their own fanſie or invention; but 
have followed a certain train of real, tho' won- 
derful and ſurpriz ing actions. 

Now we will take a view of the conduct of 
St. John, the laſt Evangeliſt. It is St. 2 in 
particular, that Mr. V. means, when he ſays: 
The third writer, rather than his Prophet's honour 
1 ſhould fink for want of a reſurrection miracle, 
ins forges a ftory of a l roufly huge one, p. 1 1. But 
14 this is ſome what ſtrange, Cat Mr. . ſhould im- 
4 pute ſuch an action to I John; ſince he has him 
1 * ſelf ſaid, p. 7. Thar to aggrandiſe their Maſter, as 
Yi a worker of miracles, was the deſign eſpecially of the * 
2 three firſt. Moreover Mr. W. allows, p.9. that 
BE one reſurrection miracle is ſufficient. Why then 
ſhould it be thought, that St. John hath given 
an account of one raiſed from the dead, but that 
he knew it had been really done? | 

Bur not to rely on theie obſervations of Mr. V. 
though ſo much in our favour : let us obſerve St. 
Fohn's conduct on other occaſions; one inſtance, 
as I ſaid, not being ſufficient. It is he who has 
inform'd us of the turning water into wine at 
Cana in Galilee, John 11. 1. I am fully perſuad- 
ed, this was a real miracle. But it appears to 
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me, (and I ſuppoſe to others likewiſe) one of the 
leſt miracles, any where aſcribed to our Saviour, 
If St. John forg'd miracles, Why did he put 
down here ſo inconfiderable an one ? Why did he 
not tell a huge one? He had full ſcope here, as 
much as any where, the former Evangeliſts not 
having begun ſo ſoon in their account of our Sa- 
viour's miniſtry : as is well known to thoſe who 
are at all acquainted with the harmony of the 


goſpels. | | 
Nor may any ſay, that the reaſon of St. John's 


relating here ſo ſmall a miracle was, that he 
judged it not proper to tell a great miracle at 
firſt, but to reſerve ſuch an one, and particular- 
ly the huge miracle of Lazarus's reſurrection for 


the laſt. For ſoon after this he relates a ſurpri- - 


ſing miracle of a great cure wrought on a perſon 
at a diſtance, and that the ſon of a nobleman. So 
Jeſus came again into Cana of Galilee.-- And there 
was a certain noble man, whoſe ſon was fick at Ca- 
pernaum. When he heard that Jeſus was come out 
of Judea into Galilee, he went unto him, and be- 


ſought him, that he would come down, and heal his 
ſon : 


ſaith unto him, Go thy way, thy ſon liveth. And 


for he was at the POINT OF DEATH,--- Jeſus 


afterwards upon enquiry when the fever left him, 
the father knew, that it was at tbe ſame hour, in 
the which Jeſus ſaid unto him, Thy jon liveth. This 
is again the ſecond miracle, that Jeſus did, when 


be was come out of Judea into Galilee, Jobn iv. 


40---54. 
Let us view St. John in another place. In the 


fixth chapter of his goſpel he relates a ſtory of 


Chriſt's feeding a multitude in a miraculous man- 
ner, 
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ner, which is, that he fed five thouſand people 
with five barley loaves and two ſmall fiſhes, and 
that they took up 7welve baskets full of the frag- 
ments that remained. This is juſt the ſame, with 
what the three other Evangeliſts had told before. 
But why did not St. 7Zo/n, if he indulged inven- 
tion, forge here, or ſomewhere elſe, a ſtory of a 


monſtrouſly huge miracle? It had been altoge- 


ther as eaſie for him to have told a ſtory of about 
ten or twelve thouſand men, or more, fed with 
tavo loaves and one ſmall fiſh: and to add, that 


when all had eat to ſatisfaction, there were wen- 


ty or thirty baſkets full of fragments taken up. 

There is no reaſon then to ſuſpect the truth of 
the hiſtory of Lazarus's reſurrection, purely be- 
cauſe it is a greater miracle than thoſe recorded 
by the former Evangeliſts. If the miracle record- 
ed by St. John be greater than thoſe recorded by 
them, it is not owing (for any thing that yet ap- 
pears) to St. John's invention, but to truth and 
real matter of fact, and his regard to it, which 
was equally the concern of them all. 

4. The laſt pretended ground of ſuſpicion of 


fable and forgery to be conſidered is, That the firſt 


Evangelijts omiſſion of a miracle, recorded by the 
laſt, if the miracle had been really done, is abſo- 
lutely unaccountable. Let us hear Mr. V. who is 
here very copious, in his way, ſaying the ſame 
thing over and over in different words. What 
could be the reaſon, he aſks, p. 6. that Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke, who all wrote their goſpels before 
John ſhould omit to record this remarkable and 
moſt illuſirious miracle of Lazarus ?---What then 
was the reaſon, I ask it again, that the three firſt 
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Evangeliſis neglected to record this renowned mira- 
cle of Lazarus? p. 8. 


To which 1 anſwer, that we are under no 


obligation to account for the omiſſion of the for- 


mer Evangeliſts. It would be no ſufficient ground 
to refuſe our aſſent to St. John's hiſtory of the 
railing of Lazarus, though we could think of no 
manner of reaſon at all for its being omitted by 
the three former. 

However a variety of reaſons for this omiſſion 
offer themſelves, I have already ſhewn, the E- 
vangeliſts have not affected to increaſe the num- 
ber of our Saviour's miracles, but paſs'd by ma- 
ny, and thole very great ones, which they knew 


very well. Mr. V. himſelf allows, that one mi- 


racle of a reſurrection 1s ſufficient. He ſays like- 
wile, P. 3. that the reſtoring a perſon indiſputably 
dead, to life again, is a ſtupendous miracle. (I hope 
to ſhew hereafter, that every perſon ſaid to have 


\been raiſed to lite by our Saviour had been cer- 


tainly dead, and that therefore every one of 
theſe inſtances are ſtupendous miracles.) If then 
the left of theſe, is a ſtupendous miracle, Why 
ſhould we cavil with the Evangeliſts for not 
putting down, every one of them, the greateſt 
miracle of all, if indeed there be a difference? 
Is it not very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that an 
Evangeliſt might content himſelf with the rela- 
tion of one perſon raiſed from the dead; ſince 
one inſtance is /uficzent, and is a flupendous 
thing ? 

Another very common occaſion of omiſſions 
in writers 1s a regard to brevity. Mr. W. him- 


ſelf could not help thinking of this excuſe, She 
| * = fudying 
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ſtudying brevity, p. 9; but he would not allow it 
to the firſt Evangeliſts. Nevertheleſs, I think, 
they have the beſt title to this excuſe of any 
men that every wrote. The four goſpels bound 
together do not make a large volume : each one 
fingly is a very ſmall book. And yet the Evan- 
geliſts had before them the moſt copious and 


engaging ſubject. Beſide the miracles of our Sa- 


viour, with circumſtances of time and place, 
the names of the perſons, occaſions of working 
them; and divers other extraordinary teſtimo- 
nies given to him from heaven, they have actu- 


ally inſerted in theſe core an account of the 


wonderful manner of our Saviour's birth, the 
dangers of his infancy, the miraculous appearan- 
ces of Divine Providence in his favour, his re- 
movals and journeyings from one place and coun- 
try to another. They have recorded the ſub- 
ſtance of his doctrine in plain terms, again and 
again. They have ſet down many parables 
ſpoke by him, together with their explications, 
Here is a miſſion of his twelve apoſtles and o- 


ther ſeventy diſciples. They have alſo given 


the cavils, and queſtions, of the Phariſees, Sad- 
ducees, and Herodiaus, and our Lord's anſwers to 
them; the obſervations and reflexions of the 


people; our Lord's public diſcourſes before all, 


and his more private inſtructions to his diſciples 
his predictions of his own ſufferings, of the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, and many other events; 
a long and particular account of our Saviour's 
proſecution, condemnation, and crucifixion, as 


alſo of his reſurrection and aſcenſion: Not to 


mention the hiſtory of the birth, preaching, 
baptiſm, 
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baptiſm, and ſufferings of John the Baptiſt our 
blefled Lord's forerunner. 


He who conſiders this great number and varie- 
ty of matters contained in the goſpels, (as alſo 


the engaging nature of them, by which an hi- 
ſtorian muſt be much inclined to dwell upon 


them, both for his own ſake and for the plea- 
ſure and entertainment of others) muſt needs al- 
low, that the Evangeliſts have ardently defired 
and moſt carefully ſtudied brevity, or their works 


had roſe to a great bulk. They have certainly 


aimed at this all along, in almoſt every part of 
their accounts. And I have before ſhewn they 
have done this in their relations of miracles 
fince having given a particular hiſtory of ſome few, 
they mention many others in a ſummary way 
only. It is not at all ſtrange then (we have here 
a very good reaſon of it) that when an Evange- 
liſt had given an account of one perſon raiſed 
from the dead, it being a ſtupendous miracle, 
he contented himſelf therewith. 


Nor ought the Evangeliſts to be blamed for 


aiming at brevity. They deſerve very high com- 


mendations both for the deſign itſelf, and for 
their excellent execution of it. Their! intention 
was to give a hiſtory of Jeſus, that all men 
might believe him to be the Chrift, and might 
have life through his name. It was abſolutely 
neceſſary therefore to put down the doctrine of 


Chriſt, and alſo ſomewhat under each one of 


thoſe heads abovementioned. But though the 
ſubject was extremely copious ; theſe books be- 
ing intended tor the uſe of all, for the learned 
and unlearned, for the poor, the rich, the buſie, 


for 
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for all ranks and orders of men in all times, it 
was highly needfull they ſhould be ſhort. Great 


books are tedious and diſtaſteful, many books 


are troubleſome. © And I am perſwaded, that the 
Evangeliſts have much more effectually conſult- 


ed the benefit of mankind by their ſhort goſpels, 


than by writing, as they might have eaſily done, 
many more, or much larger books of the hiſtory 
of Teſus Chriſt. 

I have proved a regard to brevity in general, 
and particularly in the account of miracles, and 
have alſo ſhewn that this deſign was neceſſary 
and "reaſonable. This ſtudy of brevity muſt cer- 
tainly have obliged each one of them to obſerve 
ſilence upon ſome matters, after they had related 
others; that they might reſerve room for ſome 
important events, eſſential parts of their hiſtory, 
ſtill behind: leſt they ſhould proceed to a length 
and prolixity, they had reſolv'd to avoid. It 
is therefore very eaſy to ſuppoſe in behalf of 
the three former Evangeliſts, that when they 
had come to ſome certain place or period in their 
hiſtory of the miniſtry of Jeſus, they obſerv'd 
they had given a ſufficient account of his doc- 
trine and miracles: and ſince they muſt reſerve 
room for an account of his laſt ſufferings, and 
his reſurrection, they reſolv'd to paſs over in 
filence what happen'd between that period and 


the time of his laſt journey to Jeruſalem, where 


he ſuffer'd. 
Such a period as this may be obſerv'd in the 


three former Evangeliſts, by which means they 


nad not an opportunity of relating the reſurrec- 
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tion of Lazarus, I will ſhew this particularly 
of St. Matthew and St. Mark. 

St. Matthew ſays, Ch. xix. 1, 2, 3. And it came 
to paſs, that when Jeſus had finiſhed theſe ſayings, 
he departed from Galilee, and came into the coaſis 
A BEYOND JoRDAN. And great multi- 
tudes fellowed him, and he healed them there. The 
Phariſees al/o came unto him tempting him, &c. 
From which verſe to the /ixteenth verſe of the 
next chapter follows an account of the queſtion 
of the Phariſees concerning divorce, Jeſus's re- 
ceiving little children, the young man that came 
to Chri/t, ſome diſcourſes between Chr:/t and the 
diſciples about riches, and a parable. Then at 


ver. 17. of that chapter (e twentieth) are theſe 


words: And Jeſus going up to Jeruſalem, 709% the 
twelve diſciples apart in the way, and ſaid unto 
them, &c. From which 'tis plain, that Teſs 
was then going toward Jerisſalem, a little before 


his laſt paſſover. 


St. Mark ſays, Ch. x. 1. And he aroſe from thence, 


and cometh into the coaſts of Judea by the FARTHER 
2 SIDE oF JoRDAN, &c. From whence to the 3 1ſt 
verſe is an account of the Phariſees queſtion con- 


cerning divorce, the little children brought to 
Chri/t, the young man that came to him, a diſ- 


> courſe between Chriſt and the diſciples about 


2 gichts. Then at ver. 32. it is ſaid: And they were 


in the way going up to Jeruſalem, &c. 


From which it appears, that St. Matthew and 


St. Mark have given no particular account of any 


journeyings of Jeſus, and have ſpoke but very 


i 

F 
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little of any thing elſe concerning him (except 


ſome diſcourſes in the place of his retirement) 
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from the time he came into the country beyond 
Jordan, till they find him in his way fo Jeruſa- 
lem, before his laſt paſſover. 

The ſame thing appears to me in St. Luke alſo. 
But that I may not be tedious, I will decline 
ſhowing that particularly at preſent. I may the 
better be excuſed, becauſe he has two reſurrec- 
tion miracles, which is one more than is ſuffici- 
ent. | 

Now the tinte of our Lord's coming into the 
country beyond Jordan may be learnt from St. Zohn. 
It was ſoon after the fea/t of dedication, John x. 
22, which was obſerv'd in the winter. For he 
ſays: They ſought again to take him: but he eſcap- 
ed out of their hand, and went again BEYOND 
JorDAN into the place where John at firſt bapti- 
zed: and there abode, And many reſorted unto 
him, ver. 39, 40,41. From which country (ac- 
cording to St. John's account) Jeſus afterwards 
came up to Bethanie, and rais'd Lazarus; and 
then went into a country near the wilderneſſe, into 
a city called Ephraim, and there continued with 
his diſciples, John xi. 54. Theſe removes the o- 
ther Evangeliſts have omitted for the ſake of 
brevity, or ſome other reaſon. Therefore the 
reſurrection of Lazarus could not be well 
brought into their relation. 

There is another reaſon of their ſilence about 
this matter, concurring with their ſtudy of bre- 
vity. The deſign of a writer may be collected 
from his work. From the three firſt goſpels it 
appears, that the deſign of the three firſt Evan- 
geliſts was to give an account of the moſt public 
part of our Lord's miniſtry. They therefore en- 

| tirely 
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| tirely paſs over the former part of it, and begin 


their relation after the impriſonment of John the 
Baptiſt, Thus Matthew, Ch. iv. 2. Now when 
Jeſus had heard that John was caſt into priſon, he 
departed into Galilee. Mark 1. 14. Now after 
that John was caſt into priſon, Jeſus came into 
Galilee, preaching the goſpel of the kingdom of God. 
And that St. Luke alſo begins his account of our 
Lord's miniſtry at about the ſame time, is appa- 
rent from his goſpel. See Ch. iv. 14, &c. 

For the ſame reaſon that they omitted the for- 
mer and leſt public or of his miniſtry, before 
the impriſonment of Jobn the Bapri/t, they have 
alſo ſlightly paſs'd over what happen'd from our 
Lord's arrival beyond Fordan, till he is going up 


to his laſt paſſover. For in this interval he lived 


ſomewhat more privately than he had done be- 
fore. He receiv'd all who came to him, either 
for inſtruction, or to be healed by him; but he 
did not go about the cities and villages of Fudea 
preaching publickly, as he had done for ſome 
time before. 

St. John obſerving what had been the method 
of the three former Evangeliſts, and that they 
had given a very ſufficient account of that part 
of Chriſt's miniſtry which ſucceeded the impri- 
ſonment of John the Baptiſt, reſolv'd to ſupply 
their omiſſions. By which means he was led to 
give ſome hiſtory of things done by Jeſus be- 
tween his temptation in the wilderneſſe and the 
impriſonment of Fohn the Baptiſt, and alſo of 
ſome things that happen'd between our Lord's 
going into the country beyond Jordan, and his 


journey to the laſt paſſover at Feruſalem, in 
'which 


22 A ViNDtCATION of three of 


which laſt interval the miracle of Lazarus was 
perform'd. | 
We have here (fo far as I am able to judge) a 
fair account of the occaſion of the omiſſion of 
Lazarus's reſurrection by the three former Evan- 
geliſts, and of its relation by St. John. | 
Once more : Since the miracles of Jeſus were 
ſo numerous (according to the account of all the 
three firſt Evangeliſts) that they could not be all 
particularly related without an inconvenient and 
unneceſſary prolixity ; theſe Evangeliſts might 
very reaſonably prefer ſome miracles before o- 
thers, and in particular the miracle wrought on 
Jairus's daughter before that on Lazarus. If one 
of theſe miracles were to be omitted, I would 
aſk, which of the two it ſhould be? I can readi- 
ly anſwer for myſelf; I ſhould chooſe to omit 
that of Lazarus rather than the other. And 
though all men ſhould not preſently decide with 
me, I believe that moſt would waver in the 
choice. 
The raiſing any perſon to life is an amazing 
and truly divine work. Jairus was a ruler of a 
ſynagogue, of an order of men generally averſe 
to Jeſus: Lazarus was a friend. The miracle 
therefore on Jairus's daughter is more unexcep- 
tionable in this reſpect than that on Lazarus. 
All the miracles of Jeſus, conſidering his blame- 
leſs character, and the circumſtances with which 
they are related, are really unexceptionable. But 
there are degrees in all kinds of things, and one 
miracle, even of Jeſus himſelf, may be more 
unexceptionable than another; which is an im- 
portant thing in a miracle, as well as the * | 
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neſs of the work itſelf, In this reſpect the rai- 
ſing of Jairus's daughter is preferable to that of 
Lazarus. I paſs by the honour that reſults to 
Feſus from the earneſt entreaties of ſo conſide- 
rable a perſon as Jairus, that he would come and 
lay his hands on his daughter, who was at the point 
F death, or even now dead. 
| Moreover the miracle on pep daughter 
was perform'd in the very height of Chr//t's pub- 
lic miniſtry, when there were great numbers 
continually attending on him ; enemies undoub- 
tedly and ſpies, as well as other people. But to 
Bethanie Jeſus came privately with his diſciples, 
and unexpectedly, to raiſe Lazarus. There hapy/ 

ned indeed to be there at that time friends of 
the Phariſees (as I ſuppoſe there were every 
where) who went away, and told them what 
Teſus had done. But his arrival at Bethanie was 
perfectly unexpected to all, and a ſurpriſe even 
to the family of Lazarus. The evidences which 
there are in the relation, that our Lord's com- 
ing to Bethanie at that time was unlook'd for, 
ſhew that there was no concert between him 
and his friends there: But for the ſame reaſon 
the Phariſebs might not be ſo well prepar'd to 
obſerve this miracle as ſome others. 

To conclude this point: Mr. V. ſays: p. 9. 1f 
Matthew the firſt writer, had recorded only the 


ſlory of Lazarus, whoſe reſurrection was the great- 


eſt miracle; and if Luke had added that of the wi- 
dow of Naim's ſon; and John laſtly had remember'd 
us of Jairus's daughter, which the other Evangeliſts, 
not through ignorance or forgetfulneſs, but ſtudying 
brevity, hadomitted, then all had been well. 
Undoubtedly, 
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Undoubredly, all had been well then, becauſe 


there are not in the goſpels any tokens of for- 
gery or fiction, but plain marks of a real hiſtory 
of matter of fact, and of the ſtricteſt regard to 
truth. Bur all things are as well now. And if 
Lazarus ſtory had ſtood in the three firſt go- 
ſpels in the room of that of Fariruss daughter, 
there might have been as much room for excep- 
tions, as there is now, as appears from what I 
have juſt ſaid about the circumſtances of theſe 
perſons. Nor 1s there any good objection to be 
brought againſt the preſent order, The three 
firſt Evangeliſts have wiſely taken that miracle, 
which occurred to them in the courſe of our 
Lord's moſt public miniſtry, and which is in all 
reſpects moſt unexceptionable. | 

Upon the whole, the reaſons I have here of- 
fer'd of the ſilence of the three firſt Evangeliſts 
about Lazarus's reſurrection are ſuch as readily 
offer themſelves to my mind ; they ariſe out of 
the goſpels themſelves; and they appear to me 
to be of no ſmall weight. Bur they are not in- 
tended to the prejudice of any other probable 
reaſons aflign'd by Grotius, or Dr. Whitby, or 
any other learned and judicious writers *. And 
whether the reaſons ofter'd by me or others ap- 


- pear fully ſatisfactory, or not, is not very mate- 


rial: We not being obliged, as I ſaid at firſt, to 
aſſign any reaſon at all for this omiſſion. 


I have endeavour'd to put the force of this ob- 


jection of Mr. V. into the four beforementioned 
ſuppoſitions, which I have conſidered. But 


there 


dee Dr. Harris's Reaſonableneſs of believing in Chriſt, p. 3, 4+ 
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there are yet ſeveral particulars he has mention'd 
under this head of what he calls the wnnatgral 
and prepoſterous order of time, which I ſuppoſe 
we muſt not paſs by. He ſays then: p. 6. Since 
this [Lazarus's reſurrection] is only mentioned by 
St. John, who wrote his goſpels above ſixty years, 
according to the beſt computation, after our Lord's 
aſcenſion; here is too much room for cavil and que- 
ſtion, whether this ſtory be not entirely bis inven- 
tion. ä 

No wiſe and honeſt man ought to counte- 
nance cavil, It is ſufficient that there be no 
juſt reaſon for doubr and queſtion, as there 1s 


not here, If any man were now to write a hi- 


ſtory (never heard of before) of ſome perſon 
raiſed from the dead, about fixty years ago, in 
a town not far from one of the chief cities of 
Europe; and ſhould mention time and place; 


and names of perſons concern'd, as St. John has 


done, he would find no credit with any one. 
Indeed the defign is ſo fooliſh and extravagant, 
that no one will attempt it when there is a li- 
berty of. enquiry, as there certainly was in St. 
John's time, the friends of chriſtianity being 
fewer than its oppoſers. But there is no reaſon 
to ſuppoſe St. John firſt told this ſtory now, 
fixty years after our Saviour's aſcenſion. He 
had undoubtedly told it before an infinite num- 
ber of times, in converſation, and in public 
diſcourſes, before many people, when the fact 
might be enquired into, and eaſily known to 
be true or falſe. Euſebius, who took a great 
deal of pains to get the beſt information con- 

cerning - 
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cerning the authority of all the books of the 
New Teſtament informs us from the ancients. 
And when now Mark and Luke [he had ſpoke 
* of Matthew before] had publiſh'd their go- 
< ſpels, they ſay that John, who had hitherto 
* all along preach'd only by word of mouth, 
was induced to write“ Fc. 
From which we learn two things; firft, that 
St. John had ſpent his time in preaching Teſs 
Chri/t, from the time of our Lord's aſcenſion : 
Secondly, that his goſpel contains the ſubſtance 
of his preaching. For he wrote what he 
had hitherto taught only by word of mouth. 
Coniequently he had often told his hearers this 
ſtory of Lazarus's reſurrection, long before he 
wrote his goſpel. | | 
Soon after our author ſays: p. 7. The firſt 


writer of the life of an hero, to be ſure makes men- 
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been appriſed of it, and would have inſerted its ſto- 
ry, if there had been any truth in it. 

How the. lives of Heroes are writ, I do not 
know, not being read in legends and romances. 
But omiſſions are common in the lives of princes 
and other great men. Suetonius is allowed to be 

| an 


— 


el tion of all the grand occurrences of it. a third 
* or fourth biographer after him ſhall preſume to add 
13 a more illuſtrious action of the hero's life, it will be 
13 rejected as fable and romance, tho for no other 
th reaſon than this, that the firſt writer muſt have 
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an excellent biographer, and was a very curious 
and inquiſitive perſon. Vet no one doubts of 
the truth and credibility of ſeveral things omit- 
ted by him, concerning thoſe emperours whoſe 
lives he has writ. The three firſt Evangeliſts 
have not related all the grand occurrences of 
Chriſt's life. They expreſly ſay, they have omit- 
ted a great number of them. If they had pro- 
feſſed to be particular, and to take Treat care to 
omit nothing, there had been ſome ground for 
this objection: but to make it now a man mult 
have firſt loſt all modeſty. 

But it will be ſaid: The object ion is not, that 
the raiſing of Lazarus is another occurence, or 


another grand occurrence omitted by the three 
former hiſtorians; but that Lazarus's reſurrec- 
tion is a moſt prodigious miracle, p. 4; a huge and 
3 /uperlatively great miracle, p. 7; the miracle of 


miracles, ibid; a monſtrouſly huge one, (p. 11) in 


| compariſon of the other; and eſpecially of the 


firſt, which is an imperfect and diſputable miracle 


In compariſon of the other two, p. . 


This indeed Mr. VJ. does ſay, and he is obli- 
ged to fay it, however contradictory it may be 


to what he ſays at other times. For if the later 
miracle related by the laſt writer be only ſome- 
JS what greater, more conſiderable than the former, 
the argument is of no force. Let us therefore 
ſee what the Evangeliſts ſay. According to St. 
Matthes, the firſt writer, Fairus's daughter was 
dead before Teſus came to the houſe, for the mu- 
ſicians were come to make lamentations for her. 
And according to St. Fohn, Lazarus had been 
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has not done. 
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dead four days *, He mentions no longer time. 
But according to Mr. Vs repreſentation of the 
reſurrection of Lazarus; that it was a ſuperla- 
lively great miracle, a monſtrouſly huge one, in 
compariſon of the other; one would be apt to 
conclude, that Lazarus had been ſaid by St. 
John to have been dead at leſt forty or fifty 
years, whereas he does not fay half ſo many 
The difference as to time between that 
of the widow of Naim's ſon and Lazarus is ſtill 


leſs; for he was not only dead, but carried forth 
to burial. 


I argue therefore againſt Mr. V. thus: St. 


John's miracle exceeds in degree the other two 


but a ſmall matter, therefore he did not invent 


and forge it. For if he had had a deſign of ' 
forging a miracle, from a ſenſe of the inſuffici- 
ence of the former, he would have made it pro- 


digiouſly or vaſtly greater than theſe, which he 


this be a confutation of this objection of Mr.. 
ar not. | 


5 


* St. Jobn ſays, Ch xi. 17. When Jeſus came he found that be 
hai lain in the grave four days already Bt, ger. 16. Martha ſays 
Lord by this time he tinte: for he hath been dead four 

2 \ncompleat, and. it was 
wir. 97/19; therciore (to do 
| ; If thoſe four 
days are number'd according to the arithmetick of fgſus's hree 
« aays in his grave, they are reducible to two days aud three 
So it is: part of the diy on which he was buried, 
then two whole days, and part of the day on which he was rais'd, 
and three nights. Thus, I ſuppoſe, if Lazarus died on the firſt 
a 
fifth. He had been dead four days compleat, or thereabouts; bu- : 


to Jeſusc 
day, Therefore the former for days were 
but the fourth day ſince his burial). 

him juſtice) is in the right, when he ſays, 7. 30. 


6+ nights 2 


day of the week, he was buried on the ſecond, and raiſed on the 


TiEG tour days, incompleat. 
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The reader will judge, whether | 


J will 
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I will add farther: The miracle on Lazarus 
exceeds that on Jairuss daughter in but one 
circumſtance, which is that he had lain dead a 
little longer. In ſeveral other reſpects the mi- 
racle on Jairus's daughter is ſuperior to that on 
Lazarus; for Lazarus was a friend, but Jairus 
was a ſtranger and a ruler of a ſynagogue; and 
the miracle on his daughter was pertorm'd in the 
moſt public part of our Lord's miniſtry. St. John 
therefore did not invent the ſtory of Lazarus 
from a ſenſe of the inſufficience of the former : 
for if he had invented, he would have related 
not only a hiſtory of a perſon dead much lon- 
ger than the other, (as I ſhewed juſt now) but 
the perſon to be the ſubject of his miracle would 
have been a ſtranger, and a rabby, a ruler, or 
a nobleman, or ſome other perſon of figure: 
and he would have placed ir, in all likelihood, 
in the moſt public part of Chriſt's miniſtry, 
What I ſay here appears to me to be of the 
higheſt degree of probability: That if St. Jahn 
had contriv'd a miracle, becauſe he judged the 
former not ſufficient, he would not have taken 
a friend of Jeſus for the ſubject of it; and he 
would have related it with ſeveral other diffe- 
rent circumitances 
One quotation more from our author, before 
we leave this article. Suppoſing John (who was 
then above a hundred, and in his dotage) had not 
reported this miracle of Lazarus; but that Cle- 
ment (joining it with his incredible ſtory of the 
reſurrection of a Phoenix) or Ignatius, or Poly- 
carp, er the Author of the Apoſtolical Conſtitu- 

N rlOons 
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tions had related it; would not your chriſtian cri- 
ſics have been at 4work to expoſe it? p. 12. 
This argument is propoſed with great airs 
of aſſurance, but I cannot ſee the force of it. 
As to Clement's ſtory of the Phœnix, we have 
nothing to do with it here, that I know of 
it not being a chriſtian miracle, but an old hea- 
then ſtory told by many authors, though with 
ſomewhat different circumſtances. If Clement, 
Ignatius, or Polycarp had given the hiſtory of 
a miracle of Jeſus, writ in a credible manner, 
with proper circumſtances, I make no doubt 
but a due regard would be had to their autho- 
rity; in proportion to their nearneſs to the time 
of Teſts. | 
As for John's being above a hundred, when 
he writ his goſpel; it ſhews us he was thirty 
years of age or more, when Te/us lived here on 
earth ; and' therefore was arrived at years of 
diſcretion, and was able to judge of things. 
That he was in his dotage, there is no proof. 
His goſpel is not the work of a man in his 
dotage. Let Mr. V. ſhew me any where out 
of the bible, ſo fine, and yet ſo ſimple, ſo na- 
tural a narration of a matter of fact, as that of 
the cure of the man blind from his birth, con- 
tained in the ixth chapter of St. John's goſpel : 
Let him ſhew me any where elſe ſuch a pray- 
er, as that recorded in his /everteenth chapter: 
Let him ſhew me ſuch diſcourſes, ſo affectio- 
nate, ſo moving, ſoevery way excellent, as thoſe 
in his fourteenth, fifteenth, and fixteenth chap- 


ters: I ſay, let him ſhew me any where elſe 
ſuch 
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ſuch things as theſe, not writ by any man in 
his dotage, but in the prime of life, and” the 
full vigour of his wit and underſtanding. 

| Oe” 


F. II. 
Anſwer to Mr. W's ſecond objection. 


I paſs, ſays Mr. V. p. 15. to a ſecond obſerua- 
tion. - hat became of theſe three perſons after 
their reſurrection? How Jong did they live after- 
wards? And of what uſe and advantage were 
their reſtored lives to the church or to mankind ? 
The evangelical and eccleſiaſtical hiftory is entire- 
ly filent as to theſe queſtions, which is enough ta 
make us ſuſpe&t their flories to be merely roman- 

tick or parabolical; and that there were no ſuch 
perſons raiſed from the dead; or we muſt have 
heard fomewhat of their ſtation and converſation 
in the world afterwards. : 
If I may ſpeak my mind freely : This, and 
all that follows under this obſervation, is mere 
idle and impertinent harangue. I have ſo good 
an opinion of the generality of mankind, as to 
ſuppoſe them wiſer than to be capable of being 
mov'd by it, to admit any doubt of the truth 

of theſe hiſtories. | 
We are not concern'd to know, what became 
of thoſe perſons, whom Jeſus cur'd or reſtor'd 
to life. A miracle on the body does not mend 
the diſpoſitions of the mind. Some of thoſe 
| whom 
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whom our Saviour heal'd were ungrateful. Of 
the ten lepers who were all cleanſed as they 
were going to ſhew themſelves to the high 
prieſt, according to our Lord's direction, there 
was but one that return'd to give glory to God, 
Luke xvii. 12. Others there were, who pub- 
liſhed every where the things that God had done 
for them. Some of theſe the Evangeliſts have 
mention'd. -- But were they or eccleſiaſtical wri- 


ters after them obliged to write the lives of all 


whom Jeſus and his apoſtles healed? 

For the truth of theſe miracles we have the 
teſtimony of the Evangeliſts, honeſt and credi- 
ble men. Their teſtimony is confirm'd by the 
event. The goſpel of Chri// had not had the 
mighty progreſſe in the hands of the apoſtles, 
which it had, if theſe things had not been 
true. What they did, who were the ſubjects of 
theſe works, we do not need to know particu- 
larly. But the event, or the great progreſſe of 
the goſpel in a ſhort time, renders it highly 
probable, that many of theſe perſons by mo- 
deſt and humble acknowledgments of the bene- 
firs they had received, by ſatisfying inquiſitive 
perſons, and by other means, according to their 
ſeveral ſtations, help'd forward the work of the 
apoſtles and others engaged in ſpreading the 
doctrine of Chriſt. | 

Our author, ſpeaking of Lazarus, who is 
ſaid by * Epriphanius, ( though without any 

certainty) 

* Quin & illud inter traditiones reperimus triginta tum annos 
natum fuiſſe Lazarum, cum a morte excitatus eſt ; atque idem ills 


oſtea triginta aliis annis vixit. In Haerel. Kvi. $. 34. Note 15. of 
. W's fifth diſc. p. 16. 
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teftainty) to have lived thirty years after he was 


raiſed, aſks, p. 16: How did he ſpend his time all 
that while? Was it to the hononr of Jeſus, to the 


3 ſervice of the thurch, and propagation of the goſpel? 


Why very PO ſo long as he lived, he 
ſpoke, upon all proper occaſions, of this miracle 
wrought on himſelf, and of the other miracles 
perform'd by Jeſus upon others; and exhorted 
men, ſuitably to his ſtation and circumſtances; 
to believe on him as the Meſias. But it is moſt 
probable, that our Saviour did not give him a 
ſpecial commiſſion, like that of the apoſtles, to 
go preach the goſpel. I believe our Lord had a 
greater regard to the decorum of things, or if 
you pleaſe, to the rules of modeſty and pru- 
dence. There was nothing better, than for La- 
zarus to ſtay at home, to be ready to anſwer en- 
quirers, who might come to Bethanie to know 
the truth of the fact reported concerning him. 
Abroad the teſtimony of others was more worth 
than his own. And St. John's ſhort account of 
his reſurrection is more valuable than an hiſtory 
of it writ by Lazarus himſelf would have been. 
And of Jairus's daughter, and of the widow of 
Naim's ſon, which is aftomſbing, we read nothing 
at all, p. 17. Not aſtoniſhing in the leſt. Wo- 
men are ſeldom admitted to public poſts. The 


2 did not allow women to ſpeak in the 
0 


daughter has been no where mentioned, but on 
occaſion of the miracle wrought upon her. 
Should her private converſation afterwards have 
been recorded? I think it was not neceſſary. And 
after all, ſhe may have been eminently uſeful 

ſome 


urch. It is no wonder therefore, that Fairus's , ,, - 
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ſome way or other, though we have heard no 
more of her. The memory of many great ac- 
tions has been entirely loſt. We have no authen- 
tic accounts of the preaching of many of the a- 
poſtles of CHriſl. As for the widow of Naim's pou? 
He may have died ſoon after, or he may have 
been a very uſeful perſon, or he might not be 
qualified for public ſervice. We know nothin 

of theſe matters, nor was any body obliged to 


inform us of them. 


8. m. 
An faber to Mr. W's third objeFion. 
Our author ſays: P. 19. By way of objection to 


the letter of theſe three miracles, Let us confider 
the condition of the perſons raiſed from the dead.--- 


Where then was his wiſdom and prudence to chuſe 


theſe three perſons above others to that honour ? p. 20. 
J anſwer, that Jeſus did not ordinarily chooſe 
the ſubjects of his miracles, but heal'd thoſe 
chiefly who earneſtly implored his mercy, or 
who preſſed on him to be healed, or importu- 
nately defired it of him by others, when they 
could not poſſibly come to him themſelves. It 
was great wiſdom and prudence in him not or- 
dinarily to chooſe perſons, or to do a miracle 
without being firit carneſtly ſought to for 
it. If he had acted otherwiſe, it would have 
been made uſe of as an exception againſt the 
truth and reality of the miracle, and the extent 
of his power. Indeed the widow of Naim's ſon 
was in ſome ſenſe choſen ; but ſince he was pub- 


lickly 


theſe? None at all. 
roy out of the number of thoſe, who died 
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lickly carried forth to burial, and the meeting of 
the corpſe was perfectly caſual, this choice is un- 
exceptionable, 

Jairus's daughter was an infigntficant girl of 
twelve years old. Ihe widow of Naim's ſon too 
was but a youth, and whether older than the girl 
above 1s doubtful, p. 21. 

Never the worſe at all, on any account what- 
ever. The power of raiſing a girl is as great as 
that of raiſing a woman; and a boy of twelve 
years old, as a man of forty. The ſuſpicion of 
cheat and fraud is leſs; the benignity of Te/zs is 
greater, in that he diſdained not the meaneſt 
objects. 

But that an inſignificant boy and girl (forſooth!) 
and the obſcure Lazarus, are preferr'd by Jeſus to 


ſuch public and more deſerving perſons is unac- 


countable, p. 25. 

The obſcurity of Lazarus is no objection at 
all, as appears from what has been already ſaid 
concerning the two others. The more inconſi- 
derable Lazarus was, the benignity of TFeſus is 
the greater. But they were none of them pre- 


ferred to others. Were there any other dead per- 


ſons propoſed to Jeſus to be raiſed, whom he re- 
tuſed to concern himſelf with, though he raiſed 


It by preferring i is meant 


n Fudea during our Saviour's miniſtry ; it has 


| 2 anſwered already. Te/is could not ordina- 
rily chooſe an object, without being deſired. It 


might have had an appearance of oſtentation, 


and enemies would have ſaid of fraud and de- 
3 ceit. 


5 Jeſus 
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Jeſus raiſed the dead, and wrought other mira- 
cles, jay our divines often, not only to manifeſt his 
owNn power and glory, but his love to mankind. For 
which reaſon his miracles are uſeful and beneficial, 
as well as flupendous and ſupernatural atts.---On 
this topick our divines are very copious, as if no 
more uſeful and wonderful works could be done, than 
what he did, p. 23. Inſtead of a boy and a girl, 
and even of Lazarus, who were all of no conſe- 
quence to the publick, either before or fince, I ſhould 
think Jeſus ought to have raiſed a uſeful magi- 
ftrate, &c. p. 24. 

Divines fay very truly, that moſt of our Savi- 
our's miracles were acts of beneficence to thoſe 
on whom they were performed, and were in this 
reſpect ſuitable to the goodneſs and excellence of 
his doctr ine, and to the goodneſs and meekneſs of 
diſpoſition, that appeared in all the other parts of 
his life. But the main deſign of a miracle is not 
the profit of him, ho is the ſubject of it, nor of 
others his friends or relation: who are intereſted 
in him. The great uſe of a miracle is to atteſt 
the divine miſſion of him who wor it, and to 
give authority to the meſſage or doctrine which 
he brings. And for this purpoſe the raifing a 
poor day-labourer is as uſeful, as raiſing a prince; 
and opening the eyes, of a blind beggar by the 
way fide, as curing a powerful magiſtrate, or a 
wealthy merchant. | 

It is not the intention of divines to ſtrain the 
notion of our Saviour's beneficence toward all the 
miſerable objects that were in Judea, as if he had 
been obliged to act to the utmoſt of his power for 
the temporal advantage of men at that time. Mr. 
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FW. acknowledges as much. That Jeſus ought to 


have raiſed all that died, wherever he came, durin 
the time of his miniſtry, none, I preſume, can hola, 
20. | 

l That a miracle may be of uſe to confirm the 
character of a prophet, and the truth of his doc- 
trine, it is neceſſary not only that it be done, but 
that it be known to be done by him, or the di- 
vine power concurring with him. Jeſus, when 
at Jeruſalem, might have healed a fick perſon in 
Galilee, without the perſon himſelf, or any other 
knowing who cured him, But this, tho” an act 


of goodneſs, would not have made known our 


Saviour's character. Let us give an inſtance. 


Feſus might have immediately healed the daugh- 
ter of Jairus (as he did the centurion's ſervant, 
Matth. viii.) upon Jairus's coming to him, and 
defiring him to come and lay his hands on her. 
And this would have been perhaps an act of 
greater goodneſs to her, than to raiſe her after 
ſhe was dead. But then we had not had the 
proof of his power and divine character, and 
of the truth of his doctrine, which we now have 
from the miracle of raiſing her from the dead. 
Nay he might have healed her, before her caſe 
came to be ſo deſperate as to oblige her father to 
come to him for help. This would have been 
a ſtill greater act of goodneſs to her and her 
friends, if we meaſure goodneſs and beneficence 
purely with a regard to the temporal eaſe and 
advantage of men. 

The ſpiritual intereſts of men are more conſi- 
derable than their bodily, temporal intereſts. 
The ſpiritual intereſts of many are to be . 

re 
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red to the temporal intereſts of a few other. 
Tho' therefore it might have been many ways 
more for the temporal advantage of Lazarus and 
his family, for Jeſus to have cured that ſickneſs 
of which he died, when his fiſters firſt ſent to 
him; yet it was infinitely greater benignity, with 
regard to the ſpiritual intereſts of mankind (of 
all the ſincere and inquiſitive, the children of 
wiſdom at that time, and among them, of Laza- 
rus and his fiſters, and alſo of all ſuch perſons in 
future times) not to interpoſe at firſt, but to 
come up to Bethanie, and there raiſe Lazarus 
from the dead, after he had been buried four 
days. 

1 will proceed to one thing more, without ob- 
ſerving intermediate ſteps or gradations. Our 
bleſſed Saviour might have healed all the perſons 
he cured during his miniſtry, and alſo many o- 
thers, without their coming to him, or without 
theirſomuch as thinking of him, and without any 
one elſe knowing that thoſe cures were wrought 
by him: Burt then neither the men of that age, 
nor we, had had the proof we now have from 
his works, of the certainty of a future life, and 
of the other parts of Chr:/?'s doctrine, fo admi- 
rably ſuited to raiſe men from fin to holineſſe, 
from earth to heaven, and to turn them from 
ſatan to God: We had alſo loſt that eminent and 
undeniable proof they now afford us of our Lord's 
great character: We had not been aſſured, as 
we now are, of that unſpeakable inſtance of the 
love of God, in ſending his Son into the world 
for our ſal vation. 


How 


/ 
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How far Jeſus may have extended his goodneſs 
even to the bodies of men, during his abode here 
onearth, beyond all thoſe miraculous inſtances 
of his power for atteſting his character, we can- 
not tell. But it was neceſſary that the exerciſe 
of his goodneſs in the way of working miracles 
for the proof of his miſhon and doctrine ſhould 
be chzefly confined to thoſe who were diſpoſed to 
alk help of him; whether they were poor or 
wealthy, mean and obicure, or rich, learned and 
honourable: and that the exerciſe of his goodneſs 
ſhould be alſo regulared in a great meaſure by the 
nature of their defires. This way his miraculous 
works are free from oſtentation, and are unex- 
ceptionable. 

But yer, when he had an opportunity of do- 
ing good, without incurring the ſuſpicion of 
oſtentation or concert, he readily manifeſted his 
compaſhon and benignity to the diſtreſſed ; as 
he did in particular to the widow of Naim, 
whoſe ſon he raiſed to life when he was carried 
out to be interred. 

And herein indeed appear wiſdom and good- 
neſs, that thoſe acts of beneficence perform'd by 
him on the bodies of men, and thoſe perhaps 
chiefly poor and mean perſons, ſuch moſtly hav- 
ing come to him, tho' ſome wealthy and ho- 
nourable (all however who came to him, none 
having been refuſed, and ſome who never ſought 
to him) have been made to ſubſerve the great 
deſign of almighty God in ſaving mankind ; and 
give credit to that doctrine, which is of ſuch ad- 
mirable uſe and tendence to cure the minds of 
men of all evil habits and diſpoſitions: To cu 

ay, 
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I fay, the minds of men, not of one country ot 
age, but of all the world in all time. This is 
the wiſdom of God, and the power of God, and 
the goodneſs of God. 

I ſhould think, ſays Mr. W. p. 24. Jeſus ought 


to have raiſed an uſeful magiſtrate, whoſe life had 


been a common bleſfing ; an induſtrious merchant, 


whoſe death was a public boſs. 

The deſign of Chriſt in coming into the world 
was not barely to promote the temporal advan- 
tage of men, but for an infinitely higher end; 
For which reaſon, I ſhould think, he ſhould cure 
and raiſe thoſe, whole cure or reſtoration would 
moſt ſerve this end. Theſe are they only, who 
might be cured without ſuſpicion of cheat or 
fraud ; which are chiefly ſuch as voluntarily 
came to him, or whom he caſually met with; 
whether magiſtrates or ſubjects, wealthy or poor. 

Soon after he fays, p. 25 : Such inſtances of his 
power would have demonſtrated him to be a moſt be- 
nign as well as a mighty Agent ; and none inintereſt 
or prejudice could have opened their mouths againſt 
him, eſpecially if the perſons raiſed from the dead 
were ſelected upon the recommendation of this or 
that city. | 

Ridiculous! ſhould Jeſus have gone to the ma- 
giſtrates and people of ſome town or city, and 
tell them: If they had lately loſt any uſeful ma- 
giſtrate or worthy citizen, whom they wiſhed to 
have reſtored again to life, and would be pleaſed 
to recommend ſuch perſon to him, he would 
raiſe him up? I think no miniſter or meſſenger 
of God, endowed with the power of working 
miracles, would be guilty of ſuch — 
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And if no ſuch perſons came to Jeſus, it was 
not his fault. However there were ſome ſuch; 
and they were not refuſed, but were as readily 
gratified as any other. Thus in the caſe of the 
centurion, whoſe ſervant was ye and ready to 
die, we are aſſured, that when he heard of Jeſus, 
he ſent unto him the ELDERS OF THE JEWS, and 
when they came to Jeſus, they beſought him in- 


flantly, Ae that he was worthy for whom he 
ould 


0 this, Luke vii. 2, 3. And one of the 
perſons raiſed to life by eus was the daughter 
of a ruler of a ſynagogue. And if any others 
had been recommended in a like manner by ru- 
lers or elders, there is no reaſon to doubt but 
they would have been received. | 

But certainly it was by no means needful, 
that the miracles of Jeſus, of any kind, ſhould 
be generally perform'd on magiſtrates and weal- 
thy men, or at their recommendation. This me- 
thod might have ſerv'd indeed to ſſop mens mouths, 


but not to convince them. There is an obſer- 


vation of Origen in his anſwer to Celſus, which 
is much more judicious than any thing faid by 
our author upon this ſubject. Ir is not, ſays 
e Origen , a number of impoſtors met toge- 
te ther, who in compliance with the orders of a 
* king or emperour have decreed, that he Fe/us] 
« ſhould be made a God; but the creator of 
te the world himſelf, Sc. Ir is much more 
for the honour of Jeſus, for the credit of his 

$2 | miracles 
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miracles and religion, and for the ſatisfaction 
of men in all times, that his miracles and doc- 
trine obtained belief and eſteem without the 
power and authority of magiſtrates, by the 
force of their own internal excellence and evi- 
dence. 

But now IT am ſpeaking, ſays Mr. V. of the 
fitneſs and unfitneſs of deceaſed perſons, to have 
this grand miracle wrought on them; it comes into 
my head to ast, Why Jeſus raiſed not John the 
Baptiſt 0 life again? A perſon of greater merits, 
and more worthy of the favour of Jeſus, and of 


this miracle, could not be.----This is a very rea- 


fonable queſtion, p. 25. A very filly one, moſt 


people will think. John the Baptiſt had per- 
formed his work and finiſhed his courſe. If he 
had been ſoon raiſed to life again, the value 
and merit of his teſtimony given to Jeſus had 
been much weaken'd. If it had been related in 
the hiſtory of Jeſus that eg the Baptiſt had 
been raiſed again to life by him; Mr. V. might 
have ſaid, It gave ground for ſuſpicion of col- 
luſion between the Principal and the fore- 
runner. | | 1 


6 IV. 
Anſwer to Mr. W's fourth objection. 


Mr. V. aſſerts, p. 26. That none of theſe rai- 
fed perſons had been long enough dead to amputate 
all doubt of Jeſus's miraculous power in their re- 
ſurrection. They have been long enough dead, 

| to 
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to aſſure us of a miracle, if they are raifed, who 
have been ſo long dead, that their neareſt and 
moſt affect ionate friends bury them, or carry 
them out to be buried: as have they alſo, who 
have on them ſuch evident tokens of their be- 
ing expired, that their friends diſpair any longer 
for help from thoſe, on whoſe aſſiſtance they 
before depended, fo long as there were any ſigns 
of life. The former is the caſe of the widow 
of Naim's ſon, and of Lazarus; the latter, of 
Jairuss daughter, When Jairus came to 
Chriſt, his daughter was expiring, for he ſays 
in Matthew, My daughter is even now dead; in 
Mark, lieth at the point of death. Still he had 
hopes of help from Jeſus, for he ſays: But 
come and lay thy hand upon her, and ſhe fhall 
live. But before Jeſus got to the houſe, ſhe ex- 
pired, and all hopes were gone. And there came 
(ſays St. Mark) from the ruler 0 'o the ſynagogue's 
houſe, certain Oh ſaid, Thy daughter is dead, 
why troubleſt thou the 4; any farther ? Chap. 
v. 26. This is good reaſon to ſuppoſe ſhe was 
really dead. Theſe meſſengers doubtleſs were 
diſpatched away to Jairus, to acquaint him with 
the death of his daughter, by thoſe perſons thar 
attended her during her ſickneſs, and were con- 
vinced of her being expired. 

Mr. W. ſays a good deal more about the time 


theſe perſons ought to have been dead. Speak 


ing of Fairuss daughter, he ſays: p. 27. Sup- 
poſing ſhe was really dead, yet for the 9 F an 
indiſputable miracle in ber reſurrection, it muſt 
be granted, that ſhe ought to have been much lon- 
ger, ſame days if not weeks, dead and buried. 
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And of the event at Naim he ſays, p. 29: All 
that I have to ſay here, is, that if Jeſus had a 
mind to raiſe the fon of this widow, in teſtimony 
of his divine power, he ſhould have ſuffer'd him to 
bave been buried two or three weeks firſt. | 

Mr. J's firſt propofition here appears to me 
very ſtrange, Tha ſuppofing ſhe was really dead, 
yet for the ſake of an indiſputable miracle---ſhe 
ought to have been dead much longer. If ſhe was 
really dead, (as ſhe certainly was) and was re- 
ſtored again to life, it is with all men of ſenſe 
and reaſon an indiſputable miracle. 

As for the time which Mr. V. requires, that 
a perſon muſt be ſome days if not weeks dead and 
buried ; buried tao or three weeks firſt: This is 
not needful. If we could not be certainly aſ- 
ſured of the death of perſons, by evident rokens 
appearing in their bodies, in leſs time than Mr. 
V. preſcribes here, we ſhould not be juſtified in 
committing to the grave any man in leſs time, 
Much leſs could we endure to bury our deareſt 
friends and relations under two or three weeks 
or more after they ſeem to haye expired. We 
cannot juſtify burying men, but on a well ground- 
ed ſuppoſal that they are really dead. We can- 
not juſtify the laying out of mens bodies, as we 
do very ſoon after vifible tokens of death, if thoſe 
rokens were nor ſufficient, 

And fince they buried their deceaſed friends 
much ſooner in thoſe warm countries than we 
do here, this muſt doubtleſs have been, becauſe 
dead bodies became alſo much ſooner offenſive 
there, than in ovr cold climate. This circum- 
ſtance ſtrengthens my argument: For how can 

| We 
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we imagine that perſons ſhould, by burying 
their deceaſed friends ſo early, put them abſo- 
lutely and entirely beyond any manner of poſſi- 
bility of reviving, unleſs they might well and 
ſafely depend upon ſome certain, experienced, 
and unconteſtable proofs and evidences of their 
being already deprived of any remaining life. 

There may have been miſtakes made ſome 
times, though but very rarely; and even thoſe 
accidents have chiefly happen'd in caſes of ſud- 
den death. Where any dangerous diſtemper 
precedes, the poſſibility of miſtake is very ſmall, 
and can ſeldom happen. This was the caſe, we 
know, of Jairuss daughter, and of Lazarus: 
And this confirms us ſtill more in the belief, 
that their friends were not miſtaken in the per- 
ſwaſion of their death ; upon which perſwaſion 
the one had been buried, and for the other the 
public mourners were come to make lamenta- 
tions. And as for the young man at Naim; 
though we do not know how he died, whether 
ſuddenly, or of a gradual illneſs, we may rely 
upon the fondneſs of a mother, a widow too, 
that ſhe would not have carried forth to burial 
her only ſon without knowing he was become a 
dead corpſe. 

It is ſo natural and even unavoidable for men 
that argue againſt plain truth to contradict 
themſelves; that it is hardly worth while to 
take any notice of Mr. Vs ſelf-contradictions. 
I ſhall only juſt obſerve, that this ſtory of La- 
zarus's reſurrection, which before was repre- 
ſented by him as the miracle of miracles, ſuperla- 
tively great, and monſtrouſiy buge, as if nothing 
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greater and more prodigious could be deviſed or 
thought of, is here pretended not to be bi 
enough to aſſure us it was any miracle at all 
For he ſays, p. 31: It is plain, that Lazarus 
was not ſo * dead and buried, as that there is 
no rom to doubt of the miracle of his reſur- 
rection. | « 

Mr. V. ſays, p. 28, 29. And where there is a 
poſſibility of fraud, it is nonſenſe, and mere credu- 
lity to talk of a real, certain and ſtupendous mi- 
racle, eſpecially where the zugler and pretended 
worker of miracles has been detected in ſome of his 
other tricks. Perhaps chere are few or no caſes 
where there is an abſolute impoſſibility of fraud. 
It is ſufficient that fraud be improbable, unlike- 
ly, and next to impoſhble. In ſuch a caſe 
(which is ours) it is not nonſenſe, and mere cre- 
dulify, but the higheſt reaſon to admit the truth 
of a relation; and to aſſert a real, certain, and 
great, or if you chooſe, ſfupendous miracle. A 
fraud is as eaſy to happen in a perſon who has 
been dead and buried many weeks, as in one 
publickly carried out to burial. 

Herein however I readily agree with Mr. V. 
that it is mere credulity o talk of ſuch a thing, 
where a jugler has been detected in, any other 
tricks. But where was he who is ſaid to have 
raiſed the widow's ſon at Naim detected of 
any tricks? When Mr. V. has detected ſuch 
a thing in any one caſe, I will allow it in 
this alſo. But till then, as this ſtory is credi- 
bly related, I ſhall continne to pay a regard 
to Ih 


- Our 
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Our author has ſeveral other things under this 
obſervation ; but as they do not properly belong 
to this, of the length of time theſe perſons are 
ſaid to have been dead, but rather to his fxh 
obſervation, of the circumſtances of the narra- 
tions, I ſhall take no notice of them here; I 
have already ſpoke to ſome things here, which 


might have been let alone till we come to that 
obſervation, 


CV; 
Anſwer to Mr, W's fifth objeckion. 


8. The conſideration that none of theſe raiſed per- 
ſons did or could, after the return to thetr bodies, 
tell any tales of their ſeparate exiſtence ; other- 
wiſe the Evangeliſts had not been filent in this 
main point, &c. p. 32. 

None of theſe perſons, Mr. W. ſays, told any 
tales of their ſeparate exiſtence. 80 I ſuppoſe 
with him. As for the two firſt: How ſhould 
they? being only, as Mr. V. ſays, an infignifi- 
cant boy and girl, of twelve years of age, or 
thereabouts. Or if they did, the Evangeliſts 
were wiſer than to take any notice of their 
tales. As for Lazarus, I would ſuppoſe he was 
a wiſer man than to indulge a vain inclination 
of amuſing people with idle ſtories of no uſe. 
Beſides, I preſume he had been a follower of 
Teſus before he died. And when he had hoy 
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raiſed from the grave, it is likely he was yet 
farther confirmed by that wonderful work 
wrought upon himſelf in the belief that TJe/us 
was the Meffias: And that inſtead of pretending 
to be wiſe above what Jeſus taught, he would 
exhort men, and eſpecially his neighbours, to 
attend him, and hear him, who had the words 
F SE os | 
The Evangeliſts have recorded no tales told 
by any of theſe three raiſed perſons. I much 
admire this objection. I am very glad they 
have not mention'd any ſuch things. Jeſus him- 
ſelf, who was from above, who was in the bo- 
ſom of the Father, has not deliver'd any pro- 
found unintelligible theory of the ſeparate ſtate 
of exiſtence. The great apoſtle Paul, who was 
an apoſtle, not of men, neither by man, but by 
Feſus Chrift and God the Father who raiſed him 


from the dead, Gal. i. 1. who had been caught 


up into the third heaven, and into paradiſe ; who 
had abundance of revelations; has not attempted 
any ſuch thing : but declares that the things he 
heard were unſpeakable words, which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter, 2 Cor. xii. 2---7, 
He treats with the utmoſt contempt every thing 
that has a ſhew of wiſdom without real ad- 
vantage: exhorts his dear ſon Timothy, to re- 
fuſe profane and old wives fables, and exerciſe 
himſelf rather unto godlineſs, 1 Tim. iv. 7. to 


fun profane and vain babblings ; 2 Tim. ii. 16. 


and requires him to charge men before the Lord, 
that they ſtri ve not about words to no profit, v. 14. 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus and his apoſtles have made known 
the certainty of a reſurrection of the juſt and 
unjuſt ; a general judgment, wherein men ſhall 
be judged in righteouſneſs; when the wicked 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
and the righteous into life eternal. What 
they ſay of the different recompences of good 
and bad is great and awful, ſufficient to affect 
the minds of all; but they have not entered 
into a detail of needleſs particulars, above the 
capacities of men in the preſent ſtate. 

Religion is the concern of all. That is the 
moſt perfect religion, which is ſuited to all. 
This is the Chriſtian doctrine, which, as it 
was preached to the poor, and to every crea- 
ture under heaven, is wonderfully ſuited to all 
capacities. | 

To the immortal honour then of the Evan- 
geliſts be it ſaid; that when they wrote the 
hiſtory of the preaching and miracles of Jeſus, 
who knew all things, they have not recorded 
dreams and viſions, or abſtruſe theories of a 
ſeparate ſtate, for the amuſement of mankind, 
but important, certain truths, taught by Jeſus, 
for their edification. 

Was any perſon, in this age, to be raiſed to 
life, that had been any time dead ; the firſt thing 
that his friends and acquaintance would enquire 
of him, would be to know where his foul had 
been, in what company, &c. p. 32. Not im- 
poſhble : Vulgar minds might ſhew ſuch 
weakneſs even now. And the greateſt minds, 
while in an uncertainty about another life, 

«TY might 
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might have acted in this manner. Thus ſome 
of the greateſt men of antiquity, juſtly ad- 
mired by all the world, have actually told 
dreams, or accounts of departed men, and 
doubtleſs with a good intention. But he who 
has the ſun needs not the light of a candle, 
The Evangeliſts, keeping cloſe to their ma- 
ſter, are vaſtly ſuperior to the greateſt men 
that were before them. 

Our author is pleaſed to trifle ſo much, as 
to put queſtions about the place where the 
ſouls of theſe perſons had been, between their 
death and their being raiſed up again; and 
particularly the ſoul of Lazarus. But the 
thoughts, that any 4 Jeſus's friends ſhould go 
fo hell, will not be born with.---- And if Laza- 
rus's ſoul had been in paradiſe, it was hardly 
a good work in Jeſus to recall it, to the trou- 
bles and miferies of this wicked world, p. 34. 
Suppoſe Lazarus's ſoul to have been aſleep, 
or in paradiſe, or in heaven itſelf, it might 
be a very good work in Jeſus to recall it into 
this world for a time. It was much for the 
ſpiritual benefit of many, who might be indu- 
ced by the great miracle of raiſing him to life, 
to believe in 7e/us, and receive his doctrine, 
which, when heartily embrac'd is fruitful, of 
the greateſt benefits. Nor could the ſoul of 
any good man be unwilling to return for a 
time to the troubles and miſeries of this wick- 
ed world, how grievous ſoever, in order to 
ſerve the great deſign of ſaving his fellow 
creatures; for which end Jeſus his Saviour de- 


ſcended 
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ſcended from the height of glory he had with 
the Father, took fleſh, and underwent the 
troubles and ſorrows of this mortal life. And 
it might iſſue in the end to the advantage of 
Lazarus himſelf: as no man can doubt, who 
believes a future judgment, and that Feſus will 


preſide therein, which is the doctrine of the 
New Teſtament. 


F. VI. 
Anſaver to Mr. W's fixth objection. 


6. and laſtly, Let us confider the intrinfick 
abſurdities, and incredibilities of the ſeveral 
ſtories of theſe three miracles, p. 36. --- As to 
Jairus's daughter, and her reſurrection from the 
dead, St. Hilary * hints, that there was no 
ſuch perſon as Jairus hand be gives this rea- 
ſon, and à good reaſon it is, why be thought fs 
becauſe it is elſewhere intimated in the goſpel that 
none of the rulers f the ſynagogues confeſſedly be- 
lewd on Jeſus, fohn vii. 48. and xii. 42. 

St. John's words in the laſt quoted text 
are theſe : Nevertheleſs, among the chief rulers 
alſo many believed on him, but becauſe 1 the 
Phariſees, they did not confeſs him, left they 
ſhould be put out of the ſynagogue. This text 
is no ways to our author's purpoſe, The wr 

2 ers 


In loc. Mat. 
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lers here mention'd by St. John probably were 
the members of their great council at Feru- 
ſalem, or of the leſſer councils in ſome other 
cities: But Jairus * was the ruler of a ſyna- 
gogue, But ſuppoſing Jairus to have been 
one of that ſame ſort of rulers which St. John 
ſpeaks of, here is no inconfiſtence. FJairus 
might believe in Jes and come to him to 
heal his daughter, and yet not publickly con- 
feſs him to be the Chriſt. 

But why did Jeſus ſay, this girl was but in 
a fleep? p. 36. Mr. IV. had before affirmed 
this: Jeſus himſelf ſays, ſhe was but aſleep. 
And it is true that our Lord, when he came 
into the ruler's houſe, and ſaw the minſtrels.---- 
He jaid unto them, Give place, for the maid is 
not dead but fleepeth, But by this our Lord 
did not intend to- deny that ſhe was expired, 
but to aſſure them in a modeſt way, that ſhe 
would be raiſed up as it were out of ſleep. 
That this is our Saviour's meaning, is moſt 
evident from his uſe of theſe ſame expreſſions 
in St. John concerning Lazarus. See John xi. 
4, Sc. Lazarus's ſiſters ſent to Jeſus to in- 
form him that their brother was ſick. Ven 
Jeſus heard that, bY ſaid, [to his diſciples] This 


_ fickneſs is not unto death, that is, to his final 
death, to a laſting death. (So the words muſt 


be underſtood, becauſe, according to St. John, 
Lazarus did actually expire and die of that 
ſickneſs.) But for the glory of God. After- 


wards 


# 


* Vid. Grot. in Matt. ix. 18, 
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wards St. John ſays: Theſe things ſaid he, and 
after that he ſaith unto them, Our friend Laza- 
rus /leepeth, but I go that I may awake him 
out of fleep. Then ſaid the diſciples, Lord, if 
he fleep he ſhall do well. Howbeit Jeſus ſpake 
of his death. Ihen ſaid Jeſus unto them plain- 

„Lazarus is dead. Where in formal expreſs 
terms St. John aſſures. us, that by ſleep our Lord 
meant death. No critical reader will doubt, 
that this is the meaning of Chriſt's words, 
which he ſpoke of Jairus's daughter. Nor 
will any lover of virtue endure to be robbed 
of ſo ſingular an inſtance of ſuch charming 
virtues as humility. and modeſty. Inſtead of 
theſe modeſt expreſſions, Give place, for the 
maid is not dead but jleepeth : had Feſus been 
a jugler and impoſtor, as is pretended ; or had 
this hiſtory been a forgery, we had had ſome 
ſuch filly boaſting ſpeech as this: Ay! The 
young woman is really dead, and your lamen- 
tations are well grounded : but let me only 
look upon her, and fay a few words over her, 
and depend upon it, you will ſee her alive 
again, and as well as ever. 

If he was going to work a miracle in her re- 
ſuſeitation, he ſhould not have call'd death, 
SLEEP; but if others had been of a contrary 
opinion, he ſhould firſt have convinc'd them of the 
certainty of her death, p. 36, 37. That is, 
Jeſus ſhould have ſpent time, and taken pains 
to convince them of what they were convin- 
ced of before, and were ſo poſitive in, that 
when they underſtood him to ſay the maid was 

| not 
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not expired, but only ſleeping in a natural 
ſleep, they laugh'd him to ſcorn. 

It follows in our author: And why did he 
| charge the 1 of the girl, not to ſpeak of 
| the miracle? There might be many reaſons for 
; this, and thoſe founded not upon the falſhood 
5 or uncertainty of the miracle, but on the cer- 

tainty and greatneſs of it. This prohibition 
| then was partly owing to the humility and 
| modeſty of Jeſus, who, inſtead of ordering 
men to proclaim his works, often defir'd them 
to be filent about them. It was partly owing 
to prudence, that he might have opportuni- 
ty, during the ſhort time his miniſtry was to 
laſt, for teaching men the will of God, and 
for inſtructing his diſciples; that he might 
avoid the ſuſpicion of ſetting up for a ruler 
and governour, or attempting any diſturbance; 
which fuſpicion might have aroſe in mens 
minds, if the concourſe of men to him had 
been too numerous. 

Theſe prohibitions therefore may be un- 
derſtood alſo to be only temporal, or for the 
preſent. Thus our Saviour forbid his diſci- 
ples to ſpeak of the transfiguration on the 
mount, until the Son of man be riſen from the 
dead, Matth. xvii. 9. It was not long be- 
fore he was to be taken out of this world: { 
And then they on whom he wrought any mi- 
racles might ſpeak freely of them, without giv- 
ing any occaſion to ſuſpect his defigning a 
temporal kingdom, to the prejudice of the 
civil government then in being, 

Beſides, 
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Beſides, though the parents of this maid 


were to be ſilent of this miracle, here were 
many others that might ſpeak of it. All her 
friends, who knew ſhe was dead, were wit- 
neſſes of her reſurrection, when they ſaw her 
alive again. 

And rather than ſuſpect any bad deſign in 
this prohibition, which is ſo contrary to the 
whole character of Jeſus; I would conceive 
that he might have ſome regard to the cha- 
rater of Jairus, as a ruler of the ſynagogue; 
and ſince he was an honeſt man, who had 
entertain'd a faith in Jeſus for working ſo 
great a miracle, he by this advice of filence 
diſpenſed with his ſpeaking publickly of the 
miracle, which might have been much to his 
prejudice, and was not at preſent abſolutely 
neceſſary. This I am ſure is more conſonant 
to the meekneſs and goodneſs of Jeſus, upon 
many other occaſions, than any ſuſpicion of 
fraud or impoſture. 

And why,---did he turn the people out of the 
houſe, before he would raiſe her ! p. 37. Why, 
perhaps, partly for the reaſons of filence juſt 
mentioned. If many had been actually pre- 
ſent at the raiſing her up, they might have 
been more excited to ſpread abroad the mira- 
cle, and thereby make too great a concourſe; 
which might have given umbrage, and been 
a handle to his enemies to charge him with 


innovations in the ſtate. Another reaſon is 


this; that no more might thruſt into the 


room where the young woman lay dead, than 
1 thoſe 
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thoſe he took with him ; that there might be 
no diſturbance in the houſe ; that the perſons, 
he took along with him, might have no in- 
terruption of any kind ; that they might be 
ſedate, and compoſed, and attend only to the 
work he was about to perform before them; 
and that they might have a near, clear, di- 
ſtin& and full view of it; and that they 
might afterwards, (his diſciples eſpecially) re- 
port it to others, upon the fulleſt aſſurance 
and conviction. 

There were the parents of the young wo- 
man, and three of our Saviour's diſciples , 
which are witneſſes enough of any action; 
and being with our Lord ſix in number might 
be as many as could have in the room where 
ſhe lay a clear ſight without interrupting each 
other. Five cloſe witneſſes, at full eaſe, are 
better than forty witneſſes in a crowd and 
confuſion. This action of our Bleſſed Lord 
in clearing the houſe of hired muſicians and 
other people is no exception in the leſt to this 
miracle. 

There is ſtill a reflexion of Mr. W's rela- 
ting to this miracle to be confider'd, which 
he places under one of his former obſerva- 
tions; which 1 paſs'd by then, only that it 
might be conſider'd here in its proper place. 
And it is not, ſays he, p. 27. impoſſible, but 
the paſſionate ſcreams of the feminine by-ſtanders 
might fright her into fits, that bore the ap- 
pearance of death; otherwiſe, why did Jeſus 
turn theſe inordinate weepers out of the bouſe, 

before 
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before he could bring her to her ſenſes again? 
If Mr. V. by the feminine by-ſtanders means 
any perſons different from the minſtrels and the 
people making a noiſe , which Jeſus ſaw, 
when he came into the houſe ;- and would in- 
ſinuate, that theſe perſons by paſſionate ſcreams 
might fright her into its; this is mere fiction, 
and contrary to the hiſtory of this event, This 
young woman was near expiring when her fa- 
ther left her, and when he came to Jeſus he 
ſays, ſhe was then at the point of death. This 
ſuppoſition of the father muſt have been ow- 
ing to the nature of her caſe, which he had 
ſeen before he left her, and not to any pa 
ſfonate ſcreams which he could know nothing 
of. | Beſides, Who make paſſionate ſcreams 
when people are well, and in no danger? And 
if made, when perſons are deſperate, would 
rather be of ſervice than otherwiſe. Theſe 
ſcreams then to fright her into fits and an ap- 
pearance of death are mere fiction and an in- 
vention of the author againſt this hiſtory. | 

If by paſſionate ſcreams Mr. V. intends the 
lamentation of the minſtrels and other people 
making a noiſe, whom Jeſus found in the 
| houſe: 1 ſhould have thought Mr. VJ. might 
know very well, that it was not poſſible they 
ſhould hurt the young woman ; unleſs they 
could fright her after ſhe was dead. If her 
friends had not known ſhe was dead, they 
would not have ſuffer d theſe muſicians to en- 
ter their houſe, and make lamentations, and 


I 5 put 
Matth. ix. 23. 
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ut them to charge without any occaſion, 
The muſic of theſe minſtrels is alone a ſuffi- 
cient proof ſhe was dead. But there had be- 
fore come ſome from Jairus's houſe, which 
ſaid, Thy daughter is dead, why troubleſt thou 
the Maſter any farther? Mark v. 35. | 
T think I have now conſider'd all the ob- 
jections againſt the hiſtory of raiſing Farrus's 
daughter. - 
As for the flory of the widow of Naim's ſon, 
ſays Mr. W. p. 37, 38. excepting what is before 
obſery'd of the ſhortneſs of the time, in which hey 


lay dead, and of the unfitneſs of his perſon to be 


raiſed. ] have here no more fault to find in the 
letter of it. Theſe objections I have ſpoke to 
already. But under one of them Mr. V. plac'd 
ſome objections to the circumſtances of this 
ſtory, which I will now confider. He then 
ſays, p. 28: And who knows but Jeſus, upon 


fome information or other, might ſuſpet# this 


youth to be in a lethargick ſlate, and had a 
mind to try, if by chafeing, &c. he could not 
do what ſucceſsfully he did, bring him to his 


ſenſes again: Or might not a piece of fraud be 


concerted between Jeſus, a ſubtil youth, and his 
mother and others; and all the formalities of a 
death and burial contrived, that Jeſus, whoſe 
fame for a worker of miracles was to be raiſed, 
might here have an opportunity to make a ſhew 
of @ grand one. The mourning of the widow, 
who had her tears at command, and Jeſus's ca- 
ſual meeting of the corpſe upon the road, looks 
like contrivance to put the better face upon the 

matter. 
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matter. God forbid, that I ſhould ſuſpect there 
was any fraud of this kind here; but of the 
Polſibility of it, none can doubt. | 

To all this I anſwer: That the character of 
I fu and his doctrine prevents all ſuſpicion of 

o vile a thing as that of contrivance. His do- 
Ctrjne is as holy and excellent, to ſay no more, 
as that which the beſt men ever taught. He is 
in his whole behaviour innocent, meek, and 
undeſigning. It is not poſſible, that ſuch a per- 
ſon ſhould form or countenance a contrivance 
to deceive and impoſe upon men. 

If he had E tg! a thought of contri- 
Vance, yet it was not poſſible he ſhould ſuc- 
ceed therein. How was it poſſible, hat @ 
piece of fraud might be here concerted between 
Jeſus, a ſubtil youth, and his mother, and others; 
and all the formalities of a death and burial 
contrived ? Such a ſcene could not be acted, 
without a great many perſons being in the in- 
trigue, (as is apparent from the objection it- 
ſelf) who muſt have known the fraud. eſs, 
who had ſo many enemies, and thoſe men of 
power, was the moſt unlikely of any to ſuc- 
ceed herein. Beſides, when men form con- 
trivances, they are not of {uch public open 
ſcenes as this was, but are attended with ſome 
circumſtances of ſecrecy. When was there 
ever ſuch a contrivance as this ſcene is? ſo 
public, ſo open? Jeſus entring in a city, 
many of his J fiples with him, and much other 
people; a public funeral, in day time, at- 
tended with much people of the city! 3 

12 More- 
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| Moreover, none could be under any temp- 
rations to enter into a contrivance with him. 
For Jeſus was poor, and ſubſiſted on the volun- 
tary .contributions. of his friends; and there- 
fore could give no bribes. Men muſt be ſome 
way or other tempted to ſuch an action, be- 
cauſe they thereby would incur the cenſure of 
the civil magiſtrate, and expoſe themſelves to 
ſome very heavy puniſhment. If you fay 
here, that Jeſus did at laſt ſuffer death, and 
therefore he muſt certainly have been con- 
victed of ſome ſuch fault as this: I anſwer, 
that it appears from the hiſtory of his con- 
demnation, that he was innocent; that there 
was no crime prov'd againft him; and that 
Pilate himſelf ſaw clearly, that it was only out 
of envy and malice that the chief prieſts and 
| Phariſees accuſed him. Bur not to inſiſt now 
on this: There were no perſons puniſh'd, or 
taken up, as accomplices with Jeſus; not his 
diſciples, nor any other perſons whatever ; 
which is a demonſtration, that no impoſture 
was proved upon Jeſus, nor ſuſpected con- 
cerning him. 

As to what is urg'd in the firſt place: Whs 
knows but Jeſus, upon ſome information or other, 
might ſuſpet this youth to be in a lethargick 
tate, and bad a mind to try, if by chafeing, 
&c. he could not do what ſucceſsfully he did, 
bring bim to his ſenſes again: This likewiſe 
contains an intimation of a fraud, which, as 
I faid, is abſolutely inconſiſtent with Jeſus's 
character, Ir alſo ſuppoſes vile and ſelfiſh 


people 
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people to be in a combination or correſpon- 
dence with him, which is entirely inconſiſtent 
with the mean and poor circumſtances of our 
Bleſſed Lord in this world. Laſtly, all the 
circumſtances of the relation, the tears of the 
mother, (who was the moſt likely of any to 
know whether her ſon was in a Lethargie or 
not) the great number of the people at this 
funeral; the great company with Jeſus (who, 
if the meeting of the corpſe was not caſual, 
muſt have known it) our Lord's coming up 
to the bier and touching it, without aſking 
beforehand any queſtions, concur together to 
induce us to believe, that it was a real mira- 
cle. ' To which might be added, that the com- 
pany preſent were fully convinc'd, it was nei- 
ther a contrivance, nor a cure perform'd by a 
ſucceſsfull and fortunate chafeing, but a great 
and awful miracle: For there came a fear on 
all, and they glorified God, ſaying, that a great 
Prophet is riſen up among us, and that God hath 
vi ited his people, Mark v. 16. 

We may now proceed to the ffory of La- 
zarus which the author calls long, and ſays, 18 
brinifull of abſurdities. He will ſingle out on- 
ly three or four of them at preſent, re 3 
the reſt for another opportunity, when the whole 
ftory of this miracle will appear to be ſuch a con- 
texture of folly and fraud in its contrivance, 
execution and relation, as is not to be equall'd in 
all romantick hiftory, p. 38. 

Loet us however examine the three or four 
pretended abſurdities. Firſt then, ſays Mr. . 
. Obſerve 
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Obſerve that Jeſus is ſaid to have wept. and 
groaned for the death of Lazarus,--- Patience and 
reſignation unto God upon the death of our dear- 
eſt friends and relations is what all philoſophers 
have rightly taught; and Jeſus, one would think, 
ſhould have been the moſt heraical example of 
theſe graces. --- A ſtoical apathy had better be- 
came him than ſuch childiſh and effeminate grief, 


8. 
" n does not appear from St. John, that Je- 
ſus did weep and groan for the death of La- 
Zarus. He ſays indeed gel, wept : Then 
ſaid the Jews, Behold how he loved him. But it 
does not follow, that in this they judg'd right, 
any more than in ſome other reflexions paſs d 
on Jeſus at other times; which though the 
Evangeliſts knew to be falſe, they do not con- 
cern themſelves to refute them. But ſuppo- 
fing, he did out of love for Lazarus weep for 
his death ; there is nothing in this inconſiſtent 
with patience and reſignation to God“ Nor 
is there any thing therein weak and effemi- 
nate. The ancients, who by many are thought 
beſt ro have underſtood human nature, did not 
think tears unmanful, or diſgraceful to a man 
of true fortitude ; as might be amply ſhewn, 
if needful. For my own part, I never loved 
ſtoical principles or diſpoſitions ; and I believe 
Jeſus had as tender ſentiments as any man. 
Suppoſing then the death of Lazarus, and the 
affection 7e/us had for him to have been the 
Wy . cauſe 


# Sce Dr. Harri Remarks on the caſe of Lazarus, p. 75. 
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cauſe. of theſe tears, I ſee no abſurdity in 
them. But there were other things before 
Jeſus of an affecting kind, which might have 
drawn forth theſe tears of compaſſion. He 
might at that time be affected with the 
thought of the many afflitions, to which hu- 
man nature is liable in this ſtate: or he mighr 
be affected with the exceſs of forrow, which 
the ſiſters of Lazarus and other perſons then 
reſent ſeem to have ſhewed on this occaſion. 
As for the groans of Jeſus; they were not 
owing to the death of Lazarus, but to ſome- 
what elſe, as is very plain from the account; 
which is this: Then when Mary was come where 
Jeſus was, and ſaw him, ſhe fell down at his 
feet, ſaying unto him, Lord, if thou hadſt been 
here, my brother had not died. When Jeſus there- 
fore ſaw her weeping, and the Jews alſo weeping. 
which came with ber, he groaned in the ſpirit, and 
was troubled. Here are two juſt grounds of 
grief and concern, namely, the exceſs of ſor- 
row and mourning of Mary and her friends 
for the loſs of Lazarus; and /econdly, the to- 
kens which ſhe and the reſt gave of want of 
faith in his power to raiſe him up after his 
death. For Mary ſays to him; I thou hadſt 
been here, my brother had not died. Which im- 
plies her doubting his power to raiſe him up. 
Which was a great fault in her, conſidering 
the proofs he had before given of his power; 
_ conſidering all the appearances from heaven 
in his favour, and all the other evidences that 
had been given that he was the Chri/t. It 


Was 
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was alſo juſt matter of concern, that the faith 
of the people with her was ſo far from an- 
ſwering . the proofs he had given of his 
power. N fe 
The occaſion of his laſt groaning was thus: 
And ſome of them ſaid, Could not this Man which, 
opened the eyes of the blind, have cauſed that even 
this man ſhould not have died? Jeſus there-' 
fore again groaning in himſelf, cometh to the. 
grave. Here alſo was another ſign of want 
of faith in his power to raiſe dead Lazarus ; 
which ſhewed, they did not fully believe him 
to be the Chriſt, though he had given mote 
than ſufficient proofs of it *. It is alſo high- 
1y probable, that our Bleſſed Lord was now 
touch'd with the thought of their continued 
future unbelief, and the miſeries it would 
bring upon them. As they had not admit- 
ted a full conviction of his character from the 
works they had already ſeen him do, ſo he 
foreſaw they would not be convinc'd neither 
by the great work he was now going to do in 
raiſing Lazarus to life, but would after all 
perſiſt in their obſtinate malice and unbelief. 
And ſuppoſing Jeſus to have really done 
thoſe things which we are told of him in the 
goſpels, I think no one can deny, but that 


_ 


* There are other places alſo, in which our Lord is faid to 
have been angry or grieved : the cauſe or occafion of which 
grief or anger appears plainly to be the tame with that here aſ- 
figned by me of his groaning, Mark iii. 5. And when be had 
looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the hard: 
neſs of their bart; -»--Yee Mark viii. 12. 
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the hatdneſs of heart which was in that peo- 
ple was matter of juſt grief to any wiſe and 

d man. | 

Secondly, Obſerve, ſays the author, p. 40. 
that John ſays it was with a loud voice, that 
Jeſus calPd Lazarus forth out of his grave. — 
Was dead Lazarus deafer than Jairus's daugb- 
ter, or the widow's ſon ? &c. 

It is neceſſary, when a miracle is wrought 
for the proof of the character or divine miſ- 
ſion of any perſon, that it appeat to be done 
by him, and not to be a caſual thing. It has 
been common therefore for all the prophets. 
and extraordinary meſſengers of God to make 
uſe of ſome external action at the ſame time 
that they perform'd a miracle, though that 
external action was in itſelf of no real virtue. 
When the red ſea was to be opened to give a 
paſſage for the children of 1/rae/, God ſaid to 
Moſes : Lift up thy rod, and flretch thine hand 
over the fea, and divide it, Exod: xiv.16. And 
when they had paſſed through, God ſaid un- 
to Moſes, ſtretch out thine hand, over the ſea, 
that the waters may come again upon the Egyp= 
tians, ver. 26. The ſtretching the hand did 
not divide the ſea, but the divine power that 
accompanied that action. Nevertheleſs the 
action was of great uſe, to convince the peo- 
ple, that the dividing or returning of the wa- 
ters, which immediately followed thereupon, 
was not a caſual natural event, but that God 
was with Moſes, their leader. The fame thing 
may be ſaid of any other external 2 

made 
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made uſe of by Moſes, or other ancient pro- 
phets. Jeſus in like manner, when he in- 
tended a miracle, ſometimes laid his hands 
on the perſon to be cured; or elſe faid, Be 
thou clean, Be thou healed, or uſed ſome ſuch 
other words; that the people might be aſſu- 
red, that the cure was wrought by him, and 
might believe that God had ſent him. For 
this reaſon, when he raiſed Jairus's daugh- 
ter, he took her by the hand, and ſaid unto her, 
Damſel ariſe. And when he raiſed the wi- 
dow's ſon at Naim, he ſaid; young man, 1 
ſay unto thee, Ariſe. And when he raiſed La- 
zarus, he cried with à loud voice, Lazarus 
come forth. There is no abſurdity in the loud-+ 
neſs of the voice. It well became ſo ſolemn 
and awful an event. When he raiſed Jai- 
7us's daughter, there was no occaſion for a 
loud voice; ſhe being raiſed to life in the 
chamber, where ſhe lay, where there were no 
more than five perſons preſent. But at La- 
zarus's grave a loud voice was not at all im- 
proper, when there was by a great multitude 
of people, that all might know Lazarus was 
raiſed to life by Feſus. Whether Jeſus ſpoke 
with a loud voice, when he raiſed the widow 
of Naim's ſon, is not related, and we are un- 
der no obligation to conjecture. I think, 
Jeſus might ſpeak in what voice he pleaſed, 
upon ſuch great occaſions as theſe. There 
can be no cavils formed, but what are at firſt 
hght unreaſonable. 


| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Becauſe that a miracle ſhould be 
well guarded againſt all ſuſpicion of fraud, I 
was thinking to make it an abſurdity, that the 
napkin, before Jeſus raiſed Lazarus, was nof 
taken from his face, that the ſpectators might 
behold his mortified looks, and the miraculous 
change of his countenance from death unto life, 
Pp. 41. This wiſe objection is repeated again 
in the r letter. But however this was, 
They [the ſpectators] could not but take notice 
of the napkin about his face all the while; which 
Jeſus, to prevent all ſuſpicion of cheat, ſhould 
have firſt ordered to be taken off, that his mor- 
tified countenance might be viewed, before the 
miraculous change of it to life was wrought, 
p. $I, 52. 5 
The napkin over Lazarus's face is one 
proof, that he was ſuppoſed by his friends to 
be dead, when they buried him. Do not all 
civiliz'd people out of decency cover the face 
of a corps with a napkin, or ſome ſuch other 
thing, as well as the other parts of it? If 
any one had been ſent into the ſepulchre by 

eſus, before he commanded Lazarus forth, 
it might have given ground of ſuſpicion, that 
the perſon had been order'd in to ſee whether 
Lazarus was alive, and capable to come out 
of himſelf, and concur with the command 
pronounced to come forth. Or it might have 
been pretended, that he went in to daub his 
face with ſome juices that might make him 
look like a mortified corps. Any meddling 
with the body beforehand might have cauſed 

K 2 lome 


68 A VInDICATION of three of 


ſome ſuſpicion, but now there was none at 
all. And the napkin is a circumſtance, I am 
very glad St. John did not forget. It very 
much corroborates other proofs of Lazarus's 
real death. | 

Fourthly and laſtly, Obſerve St. John ſays, 
ver. 45. that many of the Jews, who had ſeen 
the things that Jeſus did here, believed on him; 
and ſome of them, ver. 46. who did not believe, 
went their ways to the Phariſees,* and told them 
what things Jeſus had done in this pretended 
miracle, and how the buſineſs was tranſacted, 

V 54 
4 It is true, that ſome went to the Phari ſees, 
and told them what things Jeſus had done. 
But it does not follow, that they were per- 
ſons, who did not believe. They did not in- 
deed believe Jeſus to be the Chriſt, as many 
other Jeus did hereupon ; but they believed 
the miracle, and knew it, and went and told 
the Phariſees. of it. That theſe perſons told 
the Phariſees of a miracle done by Jeſus, is 
evident from the ſpeeches of the Phariſees up- 
on occaſion of the report brought them, v. 47, 
Then gathered the chief prieſts and the Phariſees 
@ council, and ſaid, What do we? for this Man 
doth many miracles, 

Mr. W. goes on, p. 42: Whereupon the chief 
priefis and Phariſees were ſo far incenſed as, 
ver. 53, from that day forth they took council 
together to put him to death; and Ch. xii. 10. 
conſulted, that they might put Lazarus alſo to 
feath. Jeſus therefore (and his diſciples and 
0 OY Lazarus 
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Lazarus fled for it, for they) ver. 54. wall d 
no more openly among the Jews, but went thence 
into à country near to the wilderneſs (a convent- 
ent hiding place) and there continued with his 
diſciples; otherwiſe in all probability they had 
been all jacrificed. ; | 

I muſt take leave to obſerve, that it is no 
where ſaid, that Lazarus abſconded or fled 
for it. Nor is there any account of the Pha- 
riſees having at this time any deſign againſt 
Lazarus. Afterwards, when Jeſus came again 
to Bethanie, we find that Lazarus was then 
at home. And many of the Jews came thi- 
ther, not for Jeſus ſake only, but that they 
might ſee Lazarus alſo, whom he bad raiſed 
from the dead. But the chief prieſts conſulted, 
that they might pat Lazarus to death. Becauſe 
that by reaſon of him, many of the Jews went 
away, and believed on Jeſus, Fohn xii. 9, 10, 11. 
Lazarus therefore did not abſcond, but was at 
Bethanie; and the miracle wrought on him 
was ſo certain, that many for that reaſon be- 
liev'd on Jeſus. And the reaſon, why the 
Phariſees conſulted that they might put La- 
zarus to death, was not becauſe any impo- 
ſture was detected, but becauſe the miracle 
was too clear to be denied, and induced great 
numbers of the Jeus, even followers of the 
Phariſees, to go away from them, and believe 
in Jeſus. * 

But this retirement of Jeſus with his dſci- 
ples into a country near the wilderneſs is judg- 
ed ſo mighty an objection, that it is repeated 

again 


70 A VinnricaTION of three of 
aguin in the Few's letter. Ny did. Jeſus ond 
his diſciples, with Lazarus, run away and ab. 
feond upon it? Is there not here a plain fign 
of guilt and fraud? Men that have God's canſe, 
truth and power on their fide, never want cou» 
rage and reſolution to ſtand to it, p. 44. wy 
The judgments of men are ſurely very un- 
fair and unequal. When any of the firſt 
Chriſtians are obſerv'd to have been too for- 
ward in expoſing themſelves, they are repre- 
ſented as a company of mad men, and hot 
headed enthuſiaſts. Jeſus now for avoiding 
a danger is taxed with want of courage and 
reſolutron ; nay his retirement for only a very 
ſhort time is term'd, a plain gn of guilt 
end fraud, Thus the deſire of ſerving a pre- 
ſent low purpoſe prevails over all the regards 
of juſtice and equity. © So hard is it, (as 
«© Fgerates * obſerved) tho' you are free from 
all fault to eſcape unfair judges”. But wi/- 
dom is juſtified of her children. | 
It might be ſufficient here to remind men 
of Chriſt's returning in a ſhort time to Be- 
thanie again, and appearing publickly at Fe- 
ruſalem, and teaching in the temple. But ler 
us at preſent obſerve only this hiſtory of his 
raiſing Lazarus from the grave. When Jeſus 
heard of the ſickneſs of Lazarus, he was in 
the country beyond Jordan, John x. 40. and 
when he propoſed to his diſciples 7% go unto 
| | Judea - 
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Judea again, they, remembring the attempts 
of the Jews againſt him, endeavour all they 
can to divert him from the journey. Hit 
diſciples ſay unto bim, Maſter, the Jews of late. 
Fought to Rone thee, and goeft thou thither again 
Chap. xi. 8. Jeſs then argues with them, 
that they need not apprehend any danger to 
him' as yet. Theſe things ſaid he, and after 
that ſaith unto them, Our friend Lazarus fleep- 
eth, but I go, that I may awake him out of 
ſleep, ver. 11. They from thence take occa- 
ſion to argue again, that then their journey 
to Bethanie was not needful: Then ſaid his 
diſciples, Lord, if he ſleep, 2 do well. Af- 
ter that he tells them, that Lazarus was dead, 
and declares his reſolution to go to Bethanie: 
Nevertheleſs let us go unto him, Whereupon 
Thomas filled with a kind of indignation * that 
Fe/ju ſhould have no more concern for him- 
elf nor them, than to expoſe them all to 
certain death, bur at the ſame time ſenſible 
of his duty to follow him, ſays to his fellow 
diſciples; Let us alſo go that we may die with 
him, ver. 16. | 
So that our Bleſſed Lord, when he was in 
a place of ſafety, reſolv'd to come to Be- 
thanie near Jeruſalem for the fake of Laza- 
rus: and herein ſhewed great courage and 


reſolution. 


* Or perhaps, there was no indignation in his mind, but only 
2 warm affe&ion, which diſpoſed him to go with Jeſus, and to 


call upon the other diſciples to do ſo lkewile, whatever the gan- 
Fer Was. | 
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reſolution. And what is there, I pray, blame- 
able in his retiring again to ſome diſtance 
from E when he had performed the 
buſineſs for which he came into its neigh- 
bour hood ? 8 


Sabel Ze b bb d c 


. 
Anſwer to the Jewiſh Rabby's Letter. 


A 7 E are now come to the letter of Mr. 
W's fFew:ſh Rabby, whom Mr. W. calls 
his friend, and ſays his letter confifts of calm 
and ſedate reaſoning, p. 55. I on the other 
hand can ſee no reaſon in it. Burt the reader 
ſhall not need to rely upon my judgment. 
Therefore 1 will tranſcribe ſome parts of it, 
and then make ſome remarks. The argu- 
ment of the letter is, that the ſtory of Laza- 
rus's being raiſed is an impoſture; or elſe the 
FJeus could not have been ſo wicked, as to be 
on that account provoked againſt Jeſus and 
Lazarus. 

Tf there had been an indiſputable miracle 
wrought in Lazarus's reſurrettion, why were the 
chief prieſits and Phariſees /o incenſed upon it, 
as to take council to put Jelus and Lazarus 70 
death for it? p. 43. 

The 
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The reaſon is very evident; becauſe that 
by reaſon of it many of the Jews went away, 
deſerted the proud Phariſees, and believed on 
Jeſus, John xii. 10. 

J, ſays he, hiſtorians can parallel this ſtory 
F the malignity of the Jews towards Jeſus and 
Lazarus upon ſuch a real miracle with thing 
[things] equally barbarous and inhuman in any 
other ſect and nation; we will acknowledge the 
truth of it againſt our own nation: or af ſuch 
mnhumanity, abſtrattedly conjidered, be at all 
agreeable to the conceptions any one can form of 
human nature, in the moſt uncivilized and bru- 
t1/h people, we will allow our anceſtors in this 
caſe, to have been that people. And he pro- 
miſes to make it out as fooliſh and wicked an 
impoſiure as ever was contrived and tranſacted 
in the world-----that it is no wonder the people 
by an unanimous voice, call d for the releaſement 


of Barabbas, a robber and murderer before Je- 


ſus, 7. 40, 53, 54- 
The demand made of @ parallel of the ma- 


lignity of the Jews againſt Jeſus, upon ſuch a 


real miracle, is very idle, becauſe there never 


was ſuch a public miracle done by any ocher 


for ſo pure a doctrine. But if this Je or an 


one elſe will produce an inſtance of ſuch a mi- 


racle done by any one, who alſo taught the 
ſame ſpiritual heavenly doctrine that Teſus 
did, and nothing elſe; and who converſed 
and taught as publickly as 7e/ws did; and 
ſpoke the truth to all without fear or favour: 
And I will ſhew he had an ignominious death, 
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or elſe wondrous eſcapes and deliverances by 
manifeſt interpoſitions of Divine providence. 

But though an inſtance of equal malignity 
cannot be ſhewn, becauſe there is no other 
character equal ro our Saviour's in innocence 
of life and greatneſs of works; yet the Few:/h 
nation will afford an inſtance, which I am 
very ſorry is ſo near parallel. Mz/es was the 
omen prophet, and meekeſt man, they ever 

ad among them, except Feſus, and they often 
murmured againſt him. And Moſes cried un- 
to the Lord, ſaying, What ſhall J do unto this 
people? They be almoſt ready tor. flone me. 
When they ſhould have gone to have taken 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, ALL THE 
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL murmured againſt Mo- 
ſes and againſ} Aaron. ---ALL THE CONGRE= 
GATION bade ſtone them with ſtones, that is, Mo- 
fes and Aaron, Caleb and Foſhua, or at leſt 
theſe two, the only perſons that ſtood by Mo- 
ſes and his brother, 

This people were to a man obliged to Moſes, 
who had brought them up out of a ſtate of 
ſervitude, Nor had they any juſt ground of 
complaint againſt him, whilſt in the wilderneſs, 
for God ſays: Je have ſeen what I did unto the 
Egyptians, and how TI bare you on eagles wings. 
The bleſſings Moſes propoſed were far more 
agreeable to carnal minds (ſuch as the Fews 
and moſt other mens are) than thoſe promiſed 


by 


* Exod. xvii. 4+ T Numb, xiv. 2-«-IQ, 
|] Exod. xix. 4. 


„r ik 
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by Jeſus. He engag'd to raiſe them to a ſtate 


of independence in a land flowing with milk 
and honey, The time ſer for this event ac- 
cording to Divine promiſe was now come. 
And he had perform'd many great miracles 
before them, and yet they rebell'd continually 
againſt God and this his ſervant, Nor did 
any of all this congregation, except Caleb and 
Joſhua, believe God, as Moſes * tells them ex- 
preſly. They are called by the Pſalmiſt a 


ſtubborn and rebellious generation. Hey believ- 


ed not for all his wondrous works ||, Not that 
they diſbelieved the works themſelves : They 
knew them, but though they ſaw the works of 
God, they were not obedient. 

T hou knoweſ}, ſays Aaron to Moſes, that this 
people is ſet upon miſchief T. As they were 
then, ſo they continued to be; I flew the 
prophets which God ſent to them. They are 
upon record in their own writings as the moſt 
obſtinate of all people ,*. They are ſaid 
to have chang'd God's judgments into wickedneſs 
more than the nations [. One would think 
theſe, and many other ſuch things, were re- 
corded on purpoſe to prevent ſuch an objection 
as we have now before us; or to help us to 
anſwer it, if any ſhould be ſo unreaſonable as 
to make 1t. 

Why ſhould it be thought ſtrange that this 
people, who would have ſtoned Maſes, and 

L 2 who 


* Deut. ix. 23, 24. I Pfal. Ixxviii. 8. ver. 33. 
} Exod. xxxil. 22. Ezek. iii. 5, 6f. fl Ch. v. 6. 
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who flew many other prophets, ſhould alſo 
conſpire againſt Yes; eſpecially conſidering 
that they abounded now as much as ever with 
all kinds of the worſt wickedneſs, except ido- 
latry ; if we may credit Joſepbus, and other 
writers of this nation; and were now diſap- 
1 in their fondeſt expectations of world- 
y power and ſplendour. I will tranſcribe here 
an anſwer of Origen to a like objection of Cel- 
ſus, propoſed in the perſon of a Jew. * Well 
* then, Sirs, how will you (ſays * Or:gen) 
anſwer ſuch queſtions as theſe, if put to you 
by us? Which are in your opinion the great- 
er miracles? thoſe which were wrought in 
« Egypt, and in the wilderneſs, or thoſe which 
< we ſay were wrought among you by Jeſus? 


cc 


cc 


cc 


« Tf in your opinion thoſe are greater than 
e theſe later: Is it not hence apparent, that 
cc 


according to your cuſtom, you may deſpiſe 
* the leſs, who diſbeliev'd the greater? Since 
cc you 
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ce you think thoſe aſcribed to Jeſus leſſer than 
* thoſe former. Bur if thoſe which are re- 
ce lated of Jeſus are equal to thoſe written by 
« Moſes : Is it any thing ſtrange, that the 
e ſame people ſhould be equally unbelieving 
* upon both occaſions? For the beginning of 
ce the law was by Moſes : and in that are re- 
corded the tranſgreſſions of the unbelievers |. 
* and finners among you. And the begin- 
ce ning of the ſecond law and covenant is al- 
* lowed to have been given unto us by Jeſſas. 
* And by your unbelief in Jeſus you make it 
* appear, that ye are the children of thoſe who 
did not believe the divine appearances in the 
* wilderneſs. ” : 
Any man may perceive, that a prophet is 
the moſt unpopular of all characters. For he 
is to cry aloud and ſpare not; to hft up his 
voice like a trumpet *, and ſhew men of all 
ranks their Franſgreſſiuns and their fins. Moſes 
at firſt ſuppoſed his brethren would have under- 
flood, how that God by his hand would deliver 
them . But when he endeavoured. only to 
reconcile two of them, and /azd to him that 
did the wrong, Wherefore ſmiteſt thou thy fel- 
low ? what a ſmart reply did he meet with? 
Who made thee à prince and a judge over us? 
intendeſt thou to kill me as thou killed/t the Egyp- 
tian ||? Theſe were his apprehenſions then; 


but when he was forty years older, and * 
e 


* Tfaiah lviii. 1. + Acts vii. 25. 
| Exod. ii. 13, 14. 
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the world better, and God appeared to him 
and told him, he would ſend him r bri 
forth the children of Iſrael out of Egypt; Af- 
ter divers fine excuſes, which are not accepted 
of, he in a modeſt way poſitively refuſes to go, 
And he ſaid, O Lord, ſend, I pray thee, by the 
hand of him whom thou wilt ſend *, Nor does 
he yield, till the anger of the Lord is kindled 
22 him. So hazardous and difficult was 
this office, that God ſome times promiſes a 
prophet, as a ſpecial favour and a moſt neceſ- 
lary qualification, together with a commith- 
on, boldneſs of countenance to execute it. As 
an adamant harder than flint, ſays God to 
Ezekiel, have I made thy forehead : Fear them 
not, neither be diſmayed . And Jeremiah he 
made a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and 
brazen walls againſt the whole land J. 
It is a very unjuſt way of judging : Such an 
one ſuffered, or was hated and oppoſed; there- 
fore he was a wicked man, or an impoſtor, If 
we will paſs a judgment on men, we ſhould 
examine their conduct, as well as the treat- 
ment they meet with: otherwiſe we are in 
danger of being unjuſt to the memory of ſome 
of the beſt men that ever were. Solomon ſays, 
A juſt man falleth * trouble) ſeven times, 
and riſeth up again ||. And his father David: 
Many are the afflietions of the righteays ; but the 
Lord delivers him out of them all |||. Many wy 
the 


* Exod. iv. 13. + Ezek. iii. 9. I Jerem. i. 18. 
Prov. xxiv. 10. Pſal. xxxiv. 9. 
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the afflictions of our Bleſſed Saviour, but he 
was delivered out of them all, if ever man 
was; having been ſoon raiſed up from the 

grave, and ſeated at the right hand of God. 
Solomon ſays again: An unjuſt man is an abo= 
mination to the juſt : and he that is upright in 
the way, is abomination to the wicked . Which 
laſt obſervation is confirmed by divers heathen 
writers, of good knowledge in human nature: 
« That a man can no ſooner be an enemy to 
« all vice, and walk in the way of virtue, but 
© he becomes the object of hatred +”. So- 
crates, who had been pronounced by the ora- 
cle of Apollo the Wiſe/? man, and who has 
ſince had almoſt univerſally the character of 
the beſt man among the Greeks||, was put to 
death by his countrymen the Athenians, a peo- 
ple more renowned for civility and good hu- 
mour than the Jews. He was always appre- 
henſive of ſuffering, and ſenſible of the dan- 
ger he incurred by oppoſing the evil practiſes 
of men. He goes ſo far as to tell the Atheni- 
ans: + It is impoſſible for any man to be 
* ſafe 


* Prov. xxix. 27. | 
+ Si quis vitiorum omnium inimicus rectum iter vitae coepit 
inſiſtere, primum progter morum differentiam odium habet. Quis 
enim poteſt probare divèrſa? Petron. Arbiter, laudat. a Grot. ad 

Matth. x. 22. 
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« ſafe among them, or any where elſe, who 
« honeſtly and courageouſly oppoſes vice and 
« injuſtice.” He fays alſo that he had cho- 
ſen a private life as beſt ſuited to anſwer his 
deſign; and that if he had been in the magi- 
ſtracy, and taken the courſe he had done of 
inſtructing and admoniſhing all people, he had 
not lived ſo long. And Cicero * obſerved in 
his time, that philoſophy, which propoſed to 
cure the minds of men, was ſuſpected and ha- 
ted by the moſt, as a dangerous thing. Some 
ſovereign princes have loſt their lives in at- 
tempts of reformation. Many indeed are the 
inſtances of the unjuſt judgments of the moſt. 
A peaceable prince, who protects the eſtates, 
the commerce, the perſons and conſciences 
of his ſubjects, is barely beloved: A conque- 
rour is adored ; though he needleſly hazards 
the lives of his own ſubjects, and violates to- 
ward his neighbours all the laws of nations, 
and all the laws of honour and humanity.” 
But I am aſhamed to give this argument its 
full force. I little expected to have ever ſeen 
this objection ſeriouſly produced againſt the 
miracles, or any other branch of the hiſtory 
of the New Teſtament, and called calm and 
ſedate reaſoning, p. 55. An apologiſt for chri- 
{tianity 
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ſtianity might have brought it forth and ſta- 
ted 1 i” xo adorn his triump ping after a confuta- 
tion of other more plauſible objections; but 
for any ſeriouſly to mention the enmity of the 
Jews againſt Jeſus, as an objection againſt 
him, can be owing to nothing in my opinion, 

but ſtrange ignorance or prejudice, or a moſt 
contemptuous opinion of all the reaſons and 
obſervation of mankind. . 

Let us examine another paſſage in the Few) 8 
letter. Such a maturfeſt miracle, let it be 
wrought for what end and purpoſe, we can poſ- 
fibly imagine, would. firike men with awe and 
reverence,” and none could hate and perſecute the 
Author 0 7 the miracle; leaſt he who could raiſe 
the dead, ſhould exert his power againſt them- 
ſelves, and either wound or [mite = dead with 
it. Fer which reaſon, the reſurrectian of La- 
zarus, n the certain knowledge of our anceſtors, 
was all fraud, or they would have reverenced 
and adored the power of him that did it, p. 48. 
And more ſuch ſtuff has this Few guy and 
again to this ſame purpoſe. 

I muſt therefore remind him of me Exarti- 
ples in the books of the Old Teftament. In 
1 Kings xvii. is the hiſtor fy of Elijab's raiſing 
the widow's ſon. In the next chapter he 
works a great miracle at the altar, and after 
that obtaineth rain. Nevertheleſs it is ſaid, 
Ch. xix. 1, 2. And Ahab told Jezebel all that 
Elijah had done, and withal how he had ſlain all 
the prophets with the ſiword. Then Jezebel ſent 
a meſſenger to Elyab, and (ſolemnly ſwears ſhe 

M would 
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« ſafe among them, or any where elſe, who 
« honeſtly and courageouſly oppoſes vice and 
« injuſtice.” He ſays allo that he had cho- 
ſen a private life as belt ſuited to anſwer his 
deſign; and that if he had been in the magi- 

racy, and taken the courſe he had done of 
inſtructing and admonithing all people, he had 
not lived ſo long. And Cicero * obſerved in 
his timc, that philoſophy, which propoſed to 
cure the minds of men, was ſuſpected and ha- 
ted by the moſt, as a dangerous thing. Some 
ſovercign princes have loſt their lives in at- 
tempts of reformation. Many indeed are the 
inſtances of the unjuit judgments of the moſt. 
A peaceable prince, who protects the eſtates, 
the commerce, the perſons and conſciences 
of his ſubjects, is barely beloved: A conque- 
rour is adored ; though he ncedlefly hazards 
the lives of his own ſubjects, and violates to- 
ward his neighbours all the laws of nations, 
and all the laws of honour and humanity. 

But I am aſhamed to give this argument its 
full force. I little expected to have ever ſeen 
this objection ſeriouſly produced againſt the 
miracles, or any other branch of the hiſtor 
of the New Tejtament , and called calm and 
ſedate roajening, p. 55. An apologitt for chri- 
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ſtianity might have brought it forth and ſta- 


ted it, to adorn his triumph, after a confuta- 
tion of other more plauſible objections; but 
for any ſeriouſly to mention the enmity of the 
Jews againſt Jeſus, as an objection againſt 
him, can be owing to nothing in my opinion, 
but ſtrange ignorance or prejudice, or a moſt 
contemptuous opinion of all the reaſons and 
obſervation of mankind. 

Let us examine another paſſage in the Few's 
letter. Such a manifeſt miracle, let it be 
wrought for what end and purpoſe, we can poſ- 
fibly imagine, would ſtrike men with awe and 
reverence, and none could hate and perſecute the 
Author of the miracle; leaſt he who could raiſe 
the dead, ſhould exert his power againſt them- 
ſelves, and either wound or ſmite them dead with 
it. For which reaſon, the reſurrection of La- 
zarus, en the certain knowledge of our anceſtors, 
was all fraud, or they would have reverenced 
and adored the power of him that did it, p. 48. 
And more ſuch ſtuff has this Few again and 
again to this ſame purpole. | 

I muſt therefore remind him of ſome exam- 
ples in the books of the O/d Teſtament. In 


1 Kings xvii. is the hiſtory of Eliſab's raifing 


the widow's ſon. In the next chapter he 
works a great miracle at the altar, and after 
that obtaineth rain. Nevertheleſs it is ſaid, 
Ch. xix. 1, 2. And Ahab told Jezebel all that 
Elijah had done, and withal how he had'ſlaiu all 
the prophets with the fivord. Then Jezebel ſent 
a meſſenger to Elijah, and ſolemnly ſwears ſhe 
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would deſtroy yi, ſaying, ſo let the gods do to 
me, and more alſo, / I make not thy life as the 
life of one of them by to morrow about this time. 
Whereupon Elijab abſconds, and in a prayer 
to God, he ſays: They ſeek his life to take it 
away. In the xxii. chapter is mention of ano- 
ther prophet of the Lord, by name Micajab, 
of whom Ahab ſays to Feboſaphat in plain 
terms: ¶ hate him. 

Ahaziah, another king of 1/rael, fell down 
through a lattice in his upper chamber, and was 
fick, 2 Kings i. Nevertheleſs, in this condi- 
tion, (ſuch ſtubborneſs is there in the heart of 
man !) he ſends officers, one after another, to 
Elijah, requiring him to come to him. El- 
ſha alſo, ſucceſſor of Elijab, raiſed a perſon 
to life and wrought divers other miracles, 2 
Kings iv. Notwithſtanding this, Fehoram, 
another king of 1/rael, ſays: Ch. vi. 31. God 
do ſo and more alſo to me, if the head of Eliſha 
-— ſon of Shaphat ſhall ſtand on him this 

ay. . 

One ſtory more to our purpoſe out of the 
Jewiſh writings *, but wherein a foreigner is 
concern'd. The king of Syria is at war with 
Tjrael. Eliſba informs the king of T/rael of 
all his enemy's ſteps. The king of Syria is 
amazed, and complains to his ſervants that 
they diſcover his ſecrets: Mill ye not ſhew me, 
which of us is for the king of Iſrael ? and one of 
his ſervants ſaid, None, my lord, O ing; but 

Eliſha 


E Kings vi. 31; 3%, 13. 
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Eliſha the prophet, that is in Iſrael, telleth the 
king of Iſrael the words that thou ſpeakeſt in thy 
bed-chamber. This king of Syria believ'd 
what his ſervant ſaid, otherwiſe he had not 
concern'd himſelf about Eliſſa. But it fol- 
lows there: And he ſaid, Go and ſpy where he 
ig, that I may ſend and fetch him. And it was 


fold him, ---Behold he is in Dothan. Therefore 


ſent he thither horſes and chariots, and a great 
hoſt, and they came by night, and compaſſed him 
about. So that it is plain, mzracles do not al- 
ways fill wicked men with ſuch awe and re- 


| verence, but that they can ſtill hate and per ſe- 


cute, and break forth into rage againſt the au- 
thors of them. 

This Jew ſays, p. 49: That it is certain, 
according to chriſtian commentators, that ſome of 
them til not believe the miracle. Again he ſays, 
Pp. 51: It is plain from the ſtory in John, that 
there was a diſpute among the by-ſtanders at 
Lazarus's reſurrection, whether it was a real 
miracle or not, 1 preſume to ſay: This is a 
falſe account. It is not plain, that there was 
any diſpute among the by-ſtanders, herber it 
was a real miracle. It is plain thoſe people, 
who went to the Phariſees, told them of a 
real miracle. And the Phariſees, when met 
in council, ſay: What do we? for this Man 
doth many miracles. 

Nor do I know, that any chriſtian com- 
mentators * ſay, that /ome of them did not be- 
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lieve the miracle. They did not believe in 
Jeſius indeed, but they knew the miracle. 
Many of the Jews that came to Mary, ſays St. 
obs, believed on him. But ſome of them, 
(which were preſent, who did not believe in 
Jeſus notwithſtanding the miracle) went therr 
ways to the Phariſees. This is the ſenſe of the 
place. So the. Jews in the wilderneſs did not 
believe God, but no Yew ſure will ſay, they 
diſputed whether the things done by Moſes 
were miraculous. 


Perhaps, ſays this Jew, they diſcovered ſome 


Fragments of the food, that for four days in the 


cave, he had ſubjiſied on. There is no ground 
here for a perhaps. How ſhould a man take 
any food, who was bound hand and foot with 
grave clothes ? and whoſe face was bound about 
With the ſo often mention'd napłin? 

As it is plain, (ſays the Few again) from the 


foory in John, thdt there was a diſpute among 


the by-flanders at Lazarus's reſurrection, whe- 
ther it was a real miracle; ſo it is the opinion of 
7s Jews, which 1s of the nature of a tradition, 
that the chief prieſts and civil magiſtrates of 
Bethany, for the better determination of the dij- 
pute required that Jeſus ſhould repeat the mi- 
racle upon another perſon, there lately dead and 
buried, 


hominum ne conſpectà quidem mortuorum reſurrectione reſipi- 
icere ſolet. Luc. xvi. 31. Omnia enim potius, etiam abſurdiſſi- 
ma, comminiſcuntur quam ſua commoda aut hominum gratiam 
(quam iſtos venatos apparet) amittant. Et ad ver. 47. Multa 
fgra facit. Adeo excaecati erant invidia animi, ut quod argu- 


mentum eſſe debuerat, quo ipſi crederent, eo in ipſius perniciem 
McItarentur, 
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buried. But Jeſus declining this teſt of his po- 


er, the whole multitude----queſtioned the reſur- 


rection of Lazarus--- And this was one reaſon of 


that vehement and univerſal outcry and demand 
at Jeſus's tryal, for his crucifixion, p. go, 52. 

There is no reaſon to believe, that this is 
the opinion of the Jews ; but ſuppoſing ir to 
be ſo, it is groundleſs. And here a preſent 
opinion is advanced into a tradition. This 
tradition is ſet up againſt authentic hiſtory, 
writ by witneſſes and other well informed per- 
ſons, who lived near the event. Is that a good 
cauſe, that needs ſuch a defence? Will any 
man of ſenſe and reaſon engage, in any other 
caſe, in ſo deſperate a cauſe ? 

There are innumerable proofs in the Evan- 
geliſts not only that the raiſing of Lazarus 
was a real miracle, but alſo that the Phariſees 
knew -it to be ſo. Their not putting Lazarus 
or any other perſon to death, as an accom- 
plice with Jeſus, is demonſtration that this and 
the other miracles of Jeſus were known to be 
real, and not impoſtures. It is apparent from 
the trial of Jeſus, that the truth of his mira- 
cles could not be called in queſtion. If they 
had, the Evangeliſts, who have recorded ſo 
many charges againſt Fe/us, and ſo many ſpite- 
ful, ſcurrilous reproaches on hum, would not 
have omitted this. 
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CHAP. II. 


That theſe three mi racles are well circum- 
tanced. 


* 


AM now to ſhew, that the hiſtories of 
theſe three miracles are well circumſtan- 
ced, and have in them the marks and tokens 
of credibility. But I have here very little to 
ſay. Scarce any thing can be added to the 
perſpicuity of the Evangeliſts ſeveral rela- 
tions. | 

I ſhall however make two or three general 
obſervations, and then go over the particulars 
of the relation of each miracle, 


. I. 


The general obſervations are theſe. 


1. There are in theſe relations proper cir- 
cumſtances of time and place, and the names 
and characters of perſons. Of the miracle on 
Jairus's daughter, the time and place are ſuf- 
ficiently ſpecified by St. Mark and St. Luke, 


Ic was ſoon after his croſſing the ſea of Galilee, 
after 
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after Jeſuls had cured the men poſſeſſed with 
devils in the country of the Gergeſenes, Mark 
v. 21. And when Jeſus was paſſed over again 
by ſhip unto the other fide, much people gathered 
unto him, and he was nigh unto the ſea. And 
behold there cometh one of the rulers, &c. Luke 
viii. 40. And it came to paſs, that when Jeſus 
was returned, the people gladly received him. And 
behold there came a man, Vc. | 

The character of the perſon on whom the 
miracle was perform'd is particularly deſcribed. 
She is the daughter of a ruler of a ſynagogue, 
whoſe name was Fairus. Matthew ſays, Ch. 
ix. 18, There came u certain ruler. Mark, Be- 
hold, there cometh one of the rulers of the ſyna- 
gogue, Jairus by name. Luke: Behold, there 
came a man named Jairus, and he was the ruler 
of the ſynagogne. And by Mark, ſhe is ſaid to 
have been of the age of twelve years. 

Of the next miracle, related by Luke only, 


it is ſaid to have been done the day after the 


cure of the centurion's ſervant at Capernaum. 
The place is the city of Naim, the perſon is 
the only ſon of a widow there. Zuke vii. 11, 
12. And it came to paſs the day after, that he 


went into a city called Naim.----Now when be 


came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there 
was 4 dead man carried out, the only ſon of his 
mother, and ſhe was a widow. 


Of the laſt miracle related by St. John only, 


the perſon on whom it is fald to have been 


done is, Lazarus, ef the town of Bethante, 
nigh unto Jeruſalem, about fifteen furlongs off, 
| | brother 
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But all the numerous company then attending 
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brother of Mary and Martha ; friend of efus 
and his diſciples; and on occaſion of the death 
of Lazarus, Feſus came up from beyond Jordan 
to Bethanie, and then retired into a city called 
Ephraim, Moreover it appears to have been 
done not long before our Saviour's death. 

This ſpecifying of time, place and names or 
characters of perſons, is an argument of a real 
ſtory and not a fiction: for, if it had been a 
fiction, it might have been eaſily diſcovered. 

2. Theſe miracles were done at the uſual 
place of the reſidence of thoſe perſons, on 
whom they were performed ; a much greater 
ſecurity, in this caſe, againft cheat and impo- 
ſture, than if they had been done on travel- 
lers, who were ſtrangers in the places, where 
ſuch things are acted on them. 7 

3. They were all very public miracles, as is 
apparent from the relation. It may be diffi- 
cult to ſay, where there was the greateſt con- 
courſe ; but I am inclined to think, that the 
company at Lazarus's reſurrection was the 
feweſt; and"alſo, that the company which at- 
tended Jeſus to the houſe of Fairus was the 
greateſt concourſe of the three. There were 
not indeed ſo many preſent at ſpeaking the 
word, when his daughter was reſtored to life. 
Nor .could the young woman's corpſe be 
brought out of her chamber, and placed be- 
fore the houſe, in order to raiſe her there be- 
fore all the people, without oſtentation; which 
is entirely unbecoming the character of Fe/us: 


our 
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our Lord had full evidence of her death, and 
of her reſtoration to life; as has been ſhewn 


in part already, and may farther appear pre- 


ſently. 


F. II. 


We will now go over the particulars of the 
relation of each miracle, from which it will 
appear, that theſe perſons had been dead, and 
were raiſed to life by Jeſus. 

Fairus, ruler of a ſynagogue, came to Jeſus 
and worſprpped him; or as Mark, and Luke, 
fell down at his feet, ſaying, My daughter 1s 
even now dead, or, at the point of death, but 
come and lay thy hand upon her and ſhe ſhall 
live. 

It is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that a ruler 
of a ſynagogue would come to Jeſus, and aſk 
him to heal his daughter in ſo earneſt a man- 
ner, and with ſuch ſigns of high eſteem and 
reſpect, and that before great numbers of 
people, unleſs his daughter's caſe was deſpe- 
rate, and paſt all hopes of remedy in an ordi- 
nary way. It was diſhonourable to pay any 
reſpect to Jeſus. There were few or none 
of Jairus's character who publickly owned 
him for the Chriſt. His application to him 
muſt be very offenſive to his brethren. And 
therefore we may be aſſured, he had no pro- 

ſpect of help for his daughter any other way 
but this, | 


N More- 
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brother of Mary and Martha ; friend of Jeſus 
and his diſciples; and on occaſion of the death 
of Lazarus, Jeſus came up from beyond Jordan 
to Bethanie, and then retired into a city called 
Epbraim. Moreover it appears to have been 
done not long before our Saviour's deatn. 
This ſpecifying of time, place and names or 
characters of perſons, is an argument of a real 
ſtory and not a fiction: for, if it had been a 
fiction, it might have been eaſily diſcovered. 
2. Theſe miracles were done at the uſual 
place of the reſidence of thoſe perſons, on 
whom they were performed; a much greater 
ſecurity, in this caſe, againſt cheat and impo- * 
ſture, than if they had been done on travel- 
lers, who were ſtrangers in the places, where 
ſuch things are acted on them. Fay © 
3. They were all very public'miracles, as is 
apparent from the relation. It may be diffi- 
cult to ſay, where there was the greateſt con- 
courſe ; but I am inclined to think, that the 
company at Lazarus's reſurrection was the 
feweſt ; and*alſo, that the company which at- 
tended Jeſus to the houſe of Jairus was the 
greateſt concourſe of the three. There were 
not indeed ſo many preſent at ſpeaking the 
word, when his daughter was reſtored to life. 
Nor could the young woman's corpſe be 
brought out of her chamber, and placed be- 
fore the houſe, in order to raiſe her there be- 
fore all the people, without oſtentation; which 
is entirely unbecoming the character of Feſus: 
But all the numerous company then attending 
| our 
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our Lord had full evidence of her death, and 
of her reſtoration to life; as has been ſhewn 


in part already, and may farther appear pre- 
ſently. 


F. II. 


We will now go over the particulars of the 
relation of each miracle, from which it will 
appear, that theſe perſons had been dead, and 
were raiſed to life by Jeſus. 

FJairus, ruler of a ſynagogue, came to Jeſus 
and worſhipped him; or as Mark, and Luke, 
fell down at his feet, ſaying, My daughter is 
even now dead, or, at the point of death, but 
come and lay thy hand upon her and ſhe ſhall 
live. 

It is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that a ruler 
of a ſynagogue would come to Jeſus, and aſk 
him to heal his daughter in ſo earneſt a man- 
ner, and with ſuch ſigns of high eſteem and 
reſpect, and that before great numbers of 
people, unleſs his daughter's caſe was deſpe- 
rate, and paſt all hopes of remedy in an ordi- 
nary way. It was diſhonourable to pay any 
reſpect to Jeſus, There were few or none 
of Jairus's character who publickly owned 
him for the CHhriſt. His application to him 
muſt be very offenſive to his brethren. And 
therefore we may be aſſured, he had no pro- 
ſpect of help for his daughter any other way 
but this. | 


N More- 
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Moreover, the manner, in which he comes 


to Jeſus, ſhews an uncommon concern and 
earneſtneſs. While Jef is ſpeaking in pub- 
lic, he comes and falls down at his feet, and 
beſought him greatly. I pray thee come and lay 
thy hands on her. 

The expreſſions he uſes concerning his 
daughter repreſent her to be in the utmoſt ex- 
tremity; ſo that ſhe muſt be near expiring 
when he left her. | 
Upon his earneſt entreaty Jeſus aroſe, and 
followed him, and ſo did his diſciples, Matth. 
and much people followed him and thronged 
him, Mark. and from St. Luke it appears, that 
a multitude thronged and preſſed him. From 
all the three Evangeliſts, who relate this mat- 
ter, it is plain, that when Jairus came to 
Jeſus, much people was round about him. 
The requeſt of Jairus, ſo noted a perſon, to 
come and heal his daughter, would alſo doubt- 
leſs increaſe the number of people that were 
before gathered together about him. It was 
impoſhble for Jeſus ſurrounded by ſo great a 
crowd to go in great haſt to Fairus's houſe. 
| Moreover all theſe three Evangeliſts are 
agreed, that as Jeſus was going along, there 
came behind him a woman who had an infir- 
mity of twelve years ſtanding, who touched 
the hem of his garment and was made whole. 


St. Matthew aſſures us alſo, that Jeſs had then 


ſome diſcourſe with this woman: St. Mark 
and St. Luke, that Jeſus perceiving virtue to 
have gone out of him, ſtood ſtill, looked 

Ca round 


q 
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"round him, aſked who touched him. The 
diſciples then expreſs their wonder that he 
ſhould aſk ſuch a queſtion. The woman tells 
her caſe at length before him and all the peo- 
ple; and eus bids her go away in peace, 
This affair took up conſiderable time; and if 
Jairus's daughter lay dying when he left her, 
ſhe may be ſuppoſed to be worle by this time, 
if not quite dead. 

And accordingly, we are aflured by Mark 

and Luke, that while he yet ſpake with this wo- 
man, there came one or more perſons from 
Fairuss houſe, ſaying, Thy daughter is dead, 
why troubleſt thou the Maſter any further ? 
This perſon came from Jairuss houſe, and 
very probably had been diſpatched away by 
ſome of thoſe who attended on the young wo- 
-man. Would any of his ſervants or friends 
come with ſuch a melancholy ſtory to Fairus, 
that his daughter had died while he was a- 
broad, if they had not known for certain, that 
ſhe was dead ? 

By all theſe things we know, that Farrus's 
daughter died of fickneſs that made gradual 
advances; not of a ſudden fit, or fright, or 
any thing like it. She lay dying, when Fai- 
rus left the houſe. Some perſons come to him, 
and tell him, that ſhe was dead, and diſſwade 
him from troubling the Matter any farther : 
whereas, if ſhe had only had ſomething like 
a fit, it had been moſt unreaſonable to diſſwade 
Jairus from troubling Jeu any farther, 
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Let us go on: When Jeſus came into the 
ruler's houſe, he ſaw the minſtrels and the peo- 
ple making a noiſe, Matth : he ſeeth the tumult 
and them that wept greatly, Mark: And all 
wept and bewailed her, Luke. Here were 
friends and public hired muſicians, weeping 
and bewailing the young woman. They knew 
therefore that the was dead; ſhe had been dead 
ſome time, or elſe theſe inſtrels had not begun 
their lamentations. 4 

eſus ſays: Give place, for the maid is not 
440 but 3 Mberehpen. ſay all the 
three Evangeliſts, they laughed him to ſcorn. 
So {ure were theſe perſons that ſhe was dead, 
and not in a ſleep; as they underſtood eſs 
to ſay. | 

Jeſus puts forth out of the houſe theſe 
public mourners, and other ſtrangers. When 
the diſciples and all the people ſaw theſe 
minſtrels come out, they had farther evi- 
dence hereby of the death of the young wo- 
man. 

Jeſus having removed all ſtrangers, that the 
houſe might be quiet, enters into the room 
where the young woman lay, taking with him 
the parents, the father and mother, of the mai- 
den, and three of his own diſciples; a ſufficient 
number of perſons to atteſt any fact; yet not 
ſo many, but that they might all have a clear 
and diſtinct view of the thing: the propereſt 
perſons of any to be admitted ; the father and 
the mother, as beſt knowing the young wo- 
man's caſe, the moſt unwilling of any to ad- 

mit 
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mit a deceit, and to take another perſon, a 
ſtranger who had not died inſtead of their 
own daughter; three of his 'own diſciples, 
who were to be witneſſes of his works, and 
who could not have been perſwaded to under- 
take the difficult work of preaching the goſpel 
after their Maſter's removal without good 
proof of his divine miſſion; who might alſo 
aſſure the other diſciples of this thing from 
their own ſight, 

Theſe five perſons Jeſus took along with 
him ; and now the three dyciples ſaw the dead 
corps of the young woman, whom her parents 
and friends knew to be dead before. 

And he took her by the hand, and ſaid, maid 
ariſe. And her ſpirit came again, and ſhe aroſe 

flraightway, and walked. Upon Jeſus's taking 
hold of her hand, and bidding her ariſe, ſhe 
immediately aroſe. It was therefore evidently 
the effect of that power that accompanied his 
word. She alſo walked, ſo that life and 
ſtrength were at once conveyed, He alſo com- 
manded to give her meat. And then all who 
miniſtred food to her, and ſaw her eat, were 
witneſſes of her perfect recovery, 

They who were preſent were convinced it 

was a miracle. Her parents were aſtoniſhed, 
ſays St. Mark; And they were aſtoniſhed with 
a great aſtoniſhment, ſays St. Luke, meaning, 
it is likely, the three diſciples as well as the 
parents, Laſtly, St. Matthew -ſays, The fame 
hereof went abroad into all that land. So that 
whether the parents, and the three diſciples 
preſent, 
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preſent, were filent, according to Chriſts di- 
rection, or not, the thing was known; many 
were perſwaded of the miracle, and ſpoke of 
it. And indeed, the circumſtances of her 
death were ſo public, that all who ſaw her 
alive again, though they were not in the room 
at the time ſhe was raiſed, muſt know the 
miracle. | 
The three diſciples preſent at this tranſac- 
tion were afterwards the moſt forward and 
couragiout of any in declaring Jeſus to be the 
Son of God, in the midſt of dangers ; where- 
as they muſt have been the moſt backward of 
all men in giving him this character, if they 
had perceived this affair to be any thing but a 
real miracle, * 0 | | 
The next ſtory is that of the widow of 
Naim's fon. Jeſus * went into a city called 
Naim, and many of his diſciples went with him, 
that is, of his followers, beſide the twelve, 
and much other people. Now when he came 
nigh unto the gate of the city, behold, there was 
a dead man carried out. This meeting of the 
corpſe - muſt have been caſual, without any 
concerted deſign between Jeſus and any peo- 
ple of Naim. For our Lord's life, during the 
courſe of his miniſtry, was very public. This 
event happened in a very noted part of it. 
He had bur the day before cured the centuri- 
on's ſervant at Capernaum. At this inſtant 
there were many of his diſciples and other 


people 


'* Luke vii. 11. 
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people with him. There could not have been 
any agreement tranſacted between him and any 
at Naim ſo privately but it muſt have been 
known. | 

| The dead man carried out was the only ſor 
.of his mother, and ſhe was a widow : and much 
people of the city was with her. As ſure as 
perſons do not carry men forth to burial till 
they are dead, ſo ſure are we that this was a 
dead corpſe. The perſon was not one who 
had no friends to take care of him. He was 
the only ſon of a widow, therefore her only 
ſnpport, her huſband being dead. 

There were much people of the city with her, 
her neighbours. Could ſhe have concerted a 
fraud for carrying out her only child, if he had 
been alive! Ir is obſervable, that there were 
much people of the city with her, which is no 
unuſual thing at the funeral of a perſon who 
leaves behind him ſo fond a relation as a wi- 


dow-mother. But had here been any fraud, 
it is very unlikely that ſhe ſhould have carried 


out her ſon with much company of that place. 
She would have contrived ſome pretenſe to ex- 
cuſe their company at this time. Or rather, 


ſhe would have ſaid nothing of the matter to 


any one, but carried him out privately to bu- 
rial as dead, without any previous notice. This 
much people of the city with the mother ruins 
all objections that can be raiſed. 171002 

If it be ſaid: It might be the contrivance of 
the young man, 4 ſubtle youth, without the 


knowledge of his mother: I anſwer, that is 


impoſſible. 
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impoſſible. If he had been abroad in a ſtrange 


country, he might have contrived ſuch athing 
with his comrades: But it is impoſſible, he 
ſhould tranſact ſuch a matter in his mother's 
houſe without her knowledge. Would a wi- 
dow let her only ſon be carried to burial out 
of her own houſe, without knowing whether 
he was dead or not! X 

And when the Lord ſaw her, he had compaſſion 
on her, and ſaid unto her, Weep not, Jeſus, 
before he had ſeen the corpſe, without aſking 
any queſtions, knowing the power he had of 
raiſing the dead to life, bid her forbear weep- 
ing; thereby intimating in a modeſt way, that 
ſhe ſhould ſoon ſee her ſon, whoſe death was 
the cauſe of her ſorrow, reſtored to life, 


And he came and touched the bier, (and they 


that bare him flood till) and he ſaid, Young 
man, I ſay unto thee, Ariſe. And he that was 
dead, ſat up, and began to ſpeak : and he deli- 
wered him to his mother. Preſently upon the 
voice of Jeſus, commanding him to ariſe, he 
ſat up, and began to ſpeak. The tokens of 
life, ſtrength and vigour, appeared immedi- 
ately upon the command of Jeſus. His life 
was manifeſtly known hereby to be the effect 
of the power accompanying the word of 
Feſus. 

This was reckoned a miracle by the nume- 
rous company preſent, before whom it was 
publickly done; and they reported it to others, 
for it follows: And there came à fear on all: 
and they glorified God, ſaying, that a great 
Prophet 
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Prophet is riſen up among us, and that God hath 
viſited his people. And this rumour of him went 


forth throughout all Jadea, and throughout all 


the region round about. | 

We will now take a view of the laſt ſtory 
of this kind. Now à certain man was fich, 
named Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary 
and Martha. ----T herefore his fiſters ſent unto 
him, ſaying, Lord, behold he whom thou loveſt, 
is fick, Hereby we learn, that Lazarus did 
not die ſuddenly; that he was not taken off 
by a fit, but by a ſickneſs which made gra- 
dual advances. His fiſters ſend to Jeſus, He 


whom thou loveſt, is fick; ſuppoſing that out 


of his affection for Lazarus, he would come 
to Bethany; and hoping alſo that he might 
poſſibly get thither before he was dead. That 
Lazarus was dangerouſly ſick, is evident not 
only from the ſubſtance of the meſſage, but 
from their ſending a meſſenger fo far, and 
alſo from their not coming, either of them, 
to Chriſt. It is alſo hence apparent, that 
there could be no fraud and contrivance. The 
matter is not ſecretly tranſacted between La- 
zarus, his ſiſters, and Jeſus, but here is a 
meſſenger employed. Moreover, if they had 
had any thought of ſuch a great deſign in 
hand, as making a pretence of raiſing up 
Lazarus, though not dead, ſome one of theſe 
ſiſters would have come herſelf. Nothing but 
real ſickneſs could have kept the ſiſters at 
home, and from coming to Jes. The 
thought of making a pretence of ſo great a 
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miracle as raifing a dead man to life would 
certainly have obliged one of the neareſt rela- 
tions to come in perſon to him, who was to 
do ſo mighty a work. 

Feſus ſtaid ſome time in the | qa where 
he was, after the receiving a meſſage of La- 
Zarus's ſickneſs. He receives no more meſ- 
ſages ; a ſign there was no longer any need 
of his coming, and that Lazarus was reco- 
vered ; or elſe that he was in ſuch a ſtate, 
that his friends had no longer hopes of any 
benefit from Te/us. 

But at length Fe/us reſolves to go into Ju- 
dea, and ſets out with his diſciples for Be- 
thanie, though it was nigh to TFeruſalem, 
where the Jeus had lately ſought his life: 
A fure fign of the conſciouſneſs of his inno- 
cence and integrity. Had it been thought ne- 
ceſſary to concert a pretended miracle be- 
tween Jeſus and theſe perſons; Lazarus 
might have come to the country beyond oo 
dan, and a death and reſurrection might have 
been contrived there. None would have cho- 
ſen Bethame for the ſcene of a pretended mi- 
racle at this time; ſo near the fierceſt ene- 
mies, ſo near the great council of the Fews, 
If a miracle had been contrived at Bethanie, 
it would not have been upon an inhabitant of 
the place, a well known perſon, but ſome 
ſtranger purpoſely arrived there by accident, 
but who ſhould have no occaſion to come 
thither again. What reward! what ſum of 
money could be ſufficient to induce a well- 

| known 
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known perſon, inhabitant of Bethanie, ſo 
near Jeruſalem, to enter into a combination 
with 5 to be the perſon, on whom an 
impoſture of this kind ſhould be acted? 

Then when Jeſus came, he "apr that he had 
lain in the grave four days already.--- And many 
of the Jews came to Martha and Mary to com- 


fort them concerning their brother. Then Mar- 


tha, as ſoon as ſhe heard that Jeſus was com- 
ing, went and met him: but Mary ſat ftill in 
the houſe. Hence it is evident, that Lazarus's 


death and burial were public things. More- 


over, theſe ſiſters did not go to Feſus: Mar- 
tha does not go, till ſhe hears Jeſus is near 
the houſe ; and Mary ſtays ſtill at home; all 
arguments of true ſorrow, and that there was 
no contrivance. 

Then ſaith Martha unto Jeſus, Lord, if thou 
hadſt been here, my brother had not died. How 
natural expreſſions of ſorrow and concern? 
Did this perſon, who ſpoke theſe words, know 
her brother was alive ſtill, and only feigned to 
be dead? Impoſſible. But I know, that even 
now whatſoever thou wilt ask of God, God will 
give it thee. More words, that demonſtrate, 
they were not in any concerted deſign of feign- 
ing a miracle. After ſome more diſcourſe be- 
tween her and Jeſus, ſhe went her way, and 


called Mary ber ſiſter ſecretly, ſaying the Maſter 


is come and calleth for thee. 

As joon as ſhe heard that, ſhe aroſe quickly, 
and came unto him. Now Jeſus was nut yet 
come into the town, but was in that place where 
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Martha met him. The Jews then which were 
with her, when they ſaw Mary, that ſhe roſe up 
haſtily, and went out, followed her; ſaying, 
ſhe goeth unto the grave, to weep there. Mary's 
grief was real, in the opinion of all theſe per- 
ſons; who mighr, one would think, have 
known it to be counterfeit, if it was ſo, 

Then when Mary was come where Jeſus was, 
and ſaw him, ſhe fell down at his feet, ſaying 
unto him, Lord, if thou hadſt been here, my 
brother had not died. She had no more thought 
of ſeeing her brother raiſed preſently by Jeſus, 
than 5 ſiſter Martha had. x ; 97. | 

When Jeſus therefore ſaw her weeping, and 
the Jews alſo weeping which came with her, he 
groaned in the ſpirit, and was troubled. Here 
are in this joint weeping of Mary and her 
friends the tokens of a deep ſorrow, arifing 
from the death of Lazarus, and a deſpair of 
ever ſeeing him again, before the reſurrec- 
tion at the laſt day. Their grief fo far ex- 
ceeded the bounds it ought to have done, 
when T7e/us, who had already given ſuch de- 
monſtrations of his power, was with them, 
that he groaned in ſpirit and was troubled. 

Ver. 34. And ſaid, Where have ye laid him? 
They ſay unto him, Lord, come and ſee. Jeſus 
himſelf firſt makes the propoſal of going to- 
ward the ſepulchre by aſking the queſtion ; 
where they had laid him. There appear no 
where any intimations that they had hopes of 
ſeeing Lazarus alive again, | 


They 
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They go toward the ſepulchre, ver. 38. 
Jeſus.cometh to the grave. It was a cave, 
and a ſtone lay upon it. Jeſus ſaid, Take ye 
away the ſtone. Martha, the ſiſter of him that 
was dead, ſaith unto him, Lord by this time he 
ftinketh : for he has been dead four days. Need 
I here remark, that theſe are the words of 
one, who knew her brother was dead? She 
expreſſes herein ſuch a want of all hopes of 
ſeeing her brother alive again, that Jeſus re- 


proves her, and ſays: Said I not unto thee, that 


, thou wouldſt believe, thou ſbouldſt ſee the glory 
of God. | 

Nov with what deliberation and with what 
ſolemnity of addreſs to the Father, does Jeſiis 
proceed to this great work, that the minds 


of all the company might be attentive, and 


obſerve ? | 
Ver. 41, 42, 43. Then they took away the 
one from the place where the dead was laid. 
And Jeſus lift up his eyes and ſaid, Father, TI 
thank thee, that thou haſt heard me. And 1 
know that thou heareſt me always: but becauſe 
F the people which fland by IT ſaid it, that they 
may believe that thou haſt ſent me. And when 
he thus had ſpoken, he cried with a loud voice, 
Lazarus come forth, And be that was dead 
came forth, bound hand and foot with grave 
clothes: and his face was bound about with a 
napkin. ſeſus ſaith unto them, Looſe him, and 
let him go. 


There is no occaſion for remarks here: He 


who was dead came out with burial clothes 
upon 


4 
CIS 


* 
a 
Z 


102 A VINDICATION of three of 


upon him, with all the tokens of a corpſe bu- 
ried by his friends; ſo bound, that in a na- 
tural courſe he was not able to move; and 
he was ordered to be unlooſed by others, not 
being able to help himſelf ; that all might ſee 
the tokens of life, ſtrength and vigour, by 
the actions of walking. | 
Is there any reaſon to doubt after this view 
of this relation, whether this was a real mi- 
racle; and whether they who were preſent 
muſt not be ſure it was ſo, and report it as 
foch, as John has done? | 
nd But we will proceed a little farther. Al] pre- 
ent are repreſented as . of it. For 
many of the Jews, which came to Mary and had 
ſeen the things which Jeſus did, believed on 
him : that is, believed him to be the Meſſias. 
But ſome of them, being wicked malicious men, 
went to the Phariſees, and told them what 
things Jeſus had done. And the Phariſees con- 
fidering the greatneſs of this work, and that 
ſuch things as theſe would tend to bring 401 
men, great numbers of people to believe on 
him, from that 6 forth, took counſel together 
to put him to death, ver. 53. | 
That this thing was no impoſture, but a 
real miracle, appears finally from hence; that 
not long after this, by which time the Pha- 
riſees might have enquired into the matter, 
and got evidence of the impoſture, if any 
could be had; Jeſus comes publickly to Je- 
ruſalem, enters into the temple, teaches there 
boldly from day te day, ſpends ſeveral days 
; | ak 
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at Feruſalem, and in the neighbourhood, at 
Bethame itſelf the place of this action; and 
lives all this time in the moſt public open 
manner, at the near approach of one of the 
Fewiſh principal feſtivals, when there was a 

eneral reſort thither from all parts. He ce- 
— moreover this great feaſt with his diſ- 
ciples in Feruſalem. And ſupper being over, 
he goes into a garden, an uſual place of re- 
tirement with his diſciples : Whither the offi- 
cers of the high prieſt come to apprehend 
him, to whom he voluntarily ſurrenders him- 
ſelf. Whereupon he is examined and tried 
before the council, and before Pilate, but not 
one impoſture of any kind is proved or char- 
ged upon him. 


8. III. 


I might conclude here, but I am willing to 
add a few obſervations on the propriety and 
beauty of our Lord's action, and of the Evan- 
geliſts relations, 

St. Matthew informs us, that when the ru- 
ler came to 7 he was diſcourſing to the 
people. While * Jeſus pake theſe things unto 
them, behold, there came à certain ruler to 
bim---ſaying, My daughter is even now dead, 
but come and lay thy hand upon ber, And 
Jeſus aro/e and followed him. Feſus is always 
ready, never unwilling or unprepared for the 

| performance 


Matth. ix. 18. 


i 
Wo | 
1 
1 
1. 
I 
i 
in 


Yo4 A VINDICATION of three of 
performance of any good work: but immedi- 
ately hearkens to the call, and proceeds with- 
out delay from good and uſeful diſcourſe ts 
great and uſeful works. | = 
Not only the diſciples, but thoſe alſo that 
were hearing him go along with him: And 
much * people followed him, and thronged him. 
As he is going, a woman in the crowd, who 
had a long and grievous infirmity, ſecretly 
touches him and is healed. Jeſus, perceiving 
that wirtue had gone out of him, inſtead of 
omitting the notice hereof, and haſting along 
to Jairus's houſe, leſt the caſe ſhould be- 
come too deſperate and beyond his reach; 
but knowing that all things were in his pow- 
er, ſtops, turns him about, and aſks, Who 
touched me? | 
How ſedate in his temper! He is not ex- 
alted with the thought of the honour done 
him by a ruler of a ſynagogue, who had ear- 
neſtly beſought him to heal his daughter. 
He is not in any haſte to proceed to his houſe, 
leſt the opportunity of ſhewing his power in 
the family of a ruler in JVael ſhould be loſt. 
But ſtands ſtill, enquires who touched him 
hears the poor woman tell her caſe, and con- 
firms her cure, by bidding her, go in peace. 
Jeſus was now going to YJarruss houſe, 
whole daughter was by this time dead. And 
there was no way left for him to help this 
ruler ; and perform his requeſt, of laying his 
. and 
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hand on his daughter, that ſhe might live, 
without raiſing her up from the dead. As 
he is going to this ſurprizing awful action of 
giving life to the dead, virtue iſſues forth 
from him, through his garment, and heals 
a long and obſtinate diſeaſe. How great is 


Teſus — how tranſporting the idea the 


mind form of him! 


When he came 7o the ruler's houſe, & and 
ſaw the minſtrels and others making a noiſe, he 
ſaid unto them : Give place, for the maid is not 
dead, but ſleepetb. What modeſty! What 
humility! They laughed him to ſcorn, ſuppo- 
ſing him to ſpeak of natural ſleep. Yet he 
corrects not their miſtake. Nothing can draw 
out from him any word, that has the appea- 
rance of boaſt or vanity. 

I ſhall by and by give a like inſtance of 
modeſty in St. Johns hiſtory of the miracle of 
Lazarus. He who reads ſuch paſſages as 
theſe in theſe Evangeliſts, the one originally - 
of ſo ſordid an employment as that of a pub- : 
lican, the other an illiterate fiſherman, ma 
be aſſured, they did not invent, but that they 
drew ſome real character: there not being, I 
believe, another ſuch example of modeſty to 
be found in any author ancient or modern; how 
well ſoever ſkilled in hiſtorical facts, or how- 
ever renowned for greatneſs of genius and 
fruitfulneſs of fanſie. The humble mode 
is equal to the miracle. Such things as theſe 
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do they write, in the cooleſt terms, the plain- 
eſt manner. They ſubjoin not a fulſome, or 
any other ſet encomium. They have not 
added a paſhonate exclamation, or ſo much 
as a hint of ſpecial obſervation. But the at- 
tentive reader, When he pauſes and reflects, 
finds his heart glowing with an ardept affec- 
tion and zeal for him of whom they write. 
Nor can he help being tranſported with the 
thought of the unparalleled unaffected honeſty 
and ſimplicity of the Evangeliſts. ; 
But when the PR were put forth, he went 
in, and took road y the hand, and the maid ' aroſe. 
How imple! * yet how truly great is this 

narration of St. Mattheu 
cannot leave this ſtory, till I have obſer- 
ved the wondrous propriety of our Lord's ac- 
tion throughout the whole of this affair ; which 
was ſo public, ſo diverſified with incidents, 
and ſo various in its circumſtances. So ſoon 
as Jairus comes to him, he goes along with 
him in order to perform the uſeful work he 
Had defired of him. As he is going, a wo- 
man 1s healed by a ſecret touch of his gar- 
ment. He aſks, Who touched me? The diſci- 
ples tell him, that was a ſtrange queſtion. 
Still our Lord inſiſts upon it, that ſome body 
had touched him. He then looks round him, 
bur points out no perſon: is only filent, till 
the woman comes, and trembling reveals the 
whole matter. And what a luſtre has this de- 
lay of Jeſus in the way to Farruss houſe 
thrown upon his character ! what a 9 
a8 
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has it made of his knowledge and power! 
When he hears it reported to the father, that 
the damſel was dead, he bids him not fear, 
but believe. When he comes to the houſe, he 
directs all things with the higheſt propriety, 
by clearing the houſe of ſtrangers, that it 
might be quiet; taking in with him, into the 
room where the young woman lay, the propereſt 
perſons that could be choſen out of his dif- 
ciples, and out of the whole multitude that 
was there. 

In the hiſtory of raiſing the young man at 
Naim it is ſaid : And when the Lord ſaw her, 
he had compaſſion on her, and ſaid unto her, 
Weep not. And he came and touched the bier 
(and they that bare him ſtood ſtill) and he ſaid, 
Young man, I jay unto thee, ariſe. 

On ordinary occaſions Jeſus could not work 
a miracle without being firſt ſought to, leſt 


thereby a ſuſpicion ſhould have ariſen, that 


he had choſen objects within his power. Bur 
here, the meeting of the corpſe being perfectly 
caſual, he had an opportunity of ſhewing 
both his power and his goodneſs, without be- 
ing ſought to. And he wilely and graciouſly 
lays hold of it, as ſoon as it offers. How glo- 
rious is /e/us here! Travelling with his dif- 
ciples he meets a dead man, carried forth 
to burial. And he on the ſudden, withour 
any previous notice of the caſe, without any 
prove preparation, raiſes the dead man ta 
ite, 
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And he delivered him to his mother. The 
higheſt propriety! He was moved by com- 
paſſion to perform this work, and he delivers 
the raiſed perſon to her, to whom his life was 
the greateſt comfort. Not to ſay farther, 
that ſhe would beſt know, whether it was her 
ſon or another, that was reſtored to her: and 
that inſtead of making a ſhow, and calling 
upon the multitude to admire the action; he 
barely delivers the young man to his mother, 
as if he had only performed an ordinary piece 
of kindneſs. 
In the hiſtory of railing Lazarus there are 
theſe things very obſervable. Jeſus had de- 
clared to his diſciples a deſign of going to Be- 
thanie. Before he ſets out from the place 
where he then was, he ſays to them: Our 
friend Lazarus fleepeth; but I go, that I may 
awake him cut of flecep. Here we have again 
a like example of humble modeſty ; with that 
I obſerved before in the account of Jairus's 
daughter. Theſe low ſoft terms does he uſe 
concerning death, and raiſing to life: the one 
he terms fleep, the other awaking him out of 
it; as appears from, what follows. Then ſaid 
his diſciples, Lord, i, he fleep, he ſhall do well. 
Hoheit Jeſus ſhake of his death: but they 
thought he had ſpoken of taking of reſt in ſleep. 
Jeſus was obliged to let them underſtand what 
he meant. Then ſaid he unto them plainly, 
Lazarus 1s dead. And I am glad for your 
ſakes, that I was not there (to the intent you 
may believe) nevertheleſs let us go, When Teſus 
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ſpoke in the low and ambiguous term of feep, 
he added: But I go, that I may awake him out 
of fleep. But having now faid plainly, that 
Lazarus was dead, he does not ſay: But I go 
to raiſe him to life; only intimates in gene- 
ral, that there would be ſome new proof gi- 
ven them to confirm their faith ; ſtudiouſly 
avoiding every thing, that had any appearance 
of boaſting, The modeſty here is rather 
greater than in the former caſe, There Jeſus 
had to do with a mixed multitude of ſtrangers, 
Here he is talking with his own diſciples. 
Yet he forbears to ſay beforehand in plain 
terms, that he ſhould raiſe Lazarus to life. 
Herein* alſo is adorable the wiſdom, the 
goodneſs, the condeſcenſion of Jeſus, that he 


who could have healed fick Lazarus, or raiſed. 


him when dead, without opening his lips, or 
riſing from his ſeat, went from the place of his 
retirement beyond Jordan into Fudea, where 
they had lately ſought his life: becauſe his 
raiſing up Lazarus at Bethame, the place 
where he had died, and was well known, in 
all thoſe circumſtances, and before ſo many 
perſons, as he afterwards did, would be a 
means of convincing men of the truth of his 
miſſion, and of drawing men of that and fu- 
rure ages to the belief of his doctrine, which 

is ſo ſuited to prepare them for eternal life. 
There is likewiſe ſomewhat very remarka- 
ble in the manner of performing this miracle. 
The great works which our Lord did are in 
themſelves a proof, that he was eſpouſed by 
God. 
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God. He accordingly made frequent and 
public appeals to his works, as certain proofs 
and evidences, that God was with him. Bur 
he did not ordinarily, at the time of doing 
theſe works, formally and expreſsly addreſs 
| himſelf to God. But now being about to per- 
form in the fight of mortal men ſo extraordi- 
nary and affecting a thing, as the raiſing up 
from the grave a man that had been buried 
four days, he lifts np his eyes to heaven, and 
adores the Father in an act of praiſe and 
thankſgiving ; acknowledging the power of 
doing the works he had already done, and of 
that he was then going to perform, to have 
been given him by the Father. Then 700k they 
away the ſtone from the place, where the dead 
das laid. And Jeſus lift up his eyes, and ſaid, 
Father, I thank thee that thou haſt beard me, 
And I know that thou bearejt me always: but 
becauſe of the peaple which fland by, T ſaid it, 
that they may believe that thou haſt ſent me. 
That is, the works I do declare that thou art 
' with me ; but that the people may have the 
6 fuller aſſurance that thou concurreſt with me, 
and that the words I ſpeak are not mine but 
thine; before I do this great and awful work 
| in their ſight, I publickly praiſe and thank 
thee. In this way (of an immediate appeal 
to God) the fulleſt proof poſſible was given, 
that his authority was from the Father, and 
all objections were anſwered. See Fohn xiv. 
8-- 11, xvi. 28--30. 
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Other things might be obſerved here, but 
I ſhall take notice of but one particular more. 
And when he thus had ſpoken, be cried with a 
loud voice, Lazarus come forth. Sure the ma- | 
jeſty of the voice well became the work. 
Herein is ſome reſemblance of that loud com- 
mand, at the ſound of which ſhall be broken 
all the bars of hell and the grave, and their | 


doors fly open, and the dead of all orders and 
of all times ſhall awake and come forth; ſome 
to honour, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting 
contempt. There is a peculiar propriety and | 
decence in this loud and majeſtic voice, as it 
had been en ee preceded by a humble 
and thankful acknowledgement of the Father, 
who is over all. r 
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